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Day 1: Introduction 
 
When God answered Daniel's prayer to know the dream and interpretation of king 
Nebuchadnezzar, he gave God praise and said in Daniel 2:22:  He (God) reveals deep 
and secret things; He knows what is in the darkness, and light dwells with Him. 
  
Over the next decades God continued to use Daniel in the kingdom of Babylon, having 
a profound impact.  The reason? Daniel remained humble and devoted in prayer to God 
all the days of his life. Many scholars intensely study the breakthroughs Daniel saw in 
his lifetime. But not much emphasis is put upon the reason for Daniel having such 
success and seeing such breakthroughs throughout his lifetime. That requires a study 
of the character and prayer life of Daniel - how he conducted himself before God, his 
ways and diciplines in prayer and fasting. Over the next 21 days we will look at Daniel's 
characteristics as well as his devotion in prayer. We will ask the Lord to teach us to 
follow this example of walking with God for spiritual breakthrough in our own lives, 
those around us and the nations. 
  
What did Biblical men and women do that was different? 
 
Contemplating the state of our personal lives, nation and the world, may cause us to 
question whether or not our prayers make the difference we hope they would. It 
causes us to pause and think – what did great men and women in the Bible do that 
brought significant breakthroughs in their different eras? How did they face and 
respond to the challenges they encountered in their day? 
  
These are hard questions to answer, therefore they require a diligent study of the 
Scriptures. It is safe to say that one difference between our generation and theirs, is 
that today we generally expect immediate results or breakthroughs, or we tend to 
quickly give up on persevering faith and prayer. We quickly feel it is too hard, that God 
is not listening, or that the price is too high to pay. Many become despondent when 
they do not see immediate answers to their prayers. 
  
It is believed that Daniel was about 14-16 when he and his friends arrived in exile in 
Babylon. He must have been in Babylon for at least 70 years by the time he fasted and 
prayed for the return of the Israelites to their homeland. (Jeremiah 29:10, Daniel 9:2). 
Nowhere does it say Daniel ever permanently returned to Israel himself.  This gives us 
at least one picture of a life of 'at least' 70 years of dedicated prayer, devotion and 
standing for what is right in a nation practicing idolatry, witchcraft, soothsaying and 
much more. Who of us will remain standing under similar circumstances in the 
corporate world today? Who will, like Daniel, make such a difference that history 
recalls the excellencies of God because of us in their midst? Pondering these hardcore 
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Biblical truths leave many of us in this generation ashamed of our conduct and 
expectations. 
  
God is calling this generation to renew their strength in Him, to lay down their lives, to 
lay hold of the Cross of Christ and make a difference EXACTLY where He has stationed 
them, regardless of the opposition they may face. Many proclaim; 'come out of 
Babylon', and thereby claim to leave a place of opposition, difficulty and worldliness. 
Surely God can definitely call certain individuals to leave a specific place, but it is ALSO 
possible that He may also call us to stay! 
  
For Daniel, Biblically it meant to detach his heart from everything that entices in this 
world and so he had favour with God. Still today, those who have favour with God, 
have access to the power of God. Those who have favour with God will through Him 
gain favour with leaders in this world, even ungodly ones like king Nebuchadnezzar! 
This perspective is different from what is sometimes preached from the pulpit. 
  
Daniel had favour with God to impact an ungodly nation, as well as through his prayers, 
to release the captives of his own nation to return to the land of Israel. If we can learn 
to pray like Daniel, live like Daniel and act like Daniel, if we would dedicate our lives to 
it, we too will see the breakthroughs God wants to bring about in our nation and this 
world. The characteristics of Daniel were formed through his relationship with God. In 
order to obtain the favour Daniel had with God, we have to embrace the principles of 
the prayer lives of those like Daniel and Esther, who lived in Babylon during their 
lifetime. 
  
If we allow the work of the Holy Spirit in us, He will show us what needs to change in 
our own lives so we too can become men and women who have favour with God, who 
also gives favour with men. As we surrender to His guidance and correction, our 
prayers will move the heart of our heavenly Father, and He will move things in this 
world. 
  

Let us pray today… 
 
John 3:30 – Lord Jesus, You must increase, but I must decrease. (NKJV). 
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Day 2: Spirit of the Holy God (1) 

 
We have looked at the dedication of Daniel to God amidst terrible circumstances from 
which he had no escape in Babylon. These difficulties as well as the resolve of Daniel 
and  his friends to serve God no matter what, established certain characteristics in their 
lives from which we want to learn and then apply to our own lives. Throughout his time 
in Babylon, his prayer life impressed everyone, both those who liked him and those 
who did not. When the writing appeared on the wall during the banquet of the king of 
Babylon, his mother told her son to call Daniel for help. 
  
Remember that captives representing every nation Babylon had conquered, were 
present in the king's court. None of them could read the writing on the wall. The 
language written on the wall was not a known language. It was the hand of God who 
wrote in His language. Only a man in whom the Spirit of God was would have been 
able to interpret the handwriting, and the king's mother knew Daniel was the one 
because the 'Spirit of the Holy God' was within Daniel. 
  
In Daniel 5:11-12, she goes on to sing the praises of Daniel from the days of her 
husband Nebuchadnezzar's reign and lists qualities that distinguished Daniel from all 
others before, during and after his time in office. By now, Daniel must have been 
retired, for clearly he no longer served in the king's court. She mentions 
several characteristics of Daniel, which were all a representation of his spiritual 
authority and power. These qualities mentioned by the king's mother are worthy to 
study when we want to walk with God in the same way Daniel walked with God. Let 
us read the passage: 
  
Daniel 5:11-12 – "There is a man in your kingdom in whom is the Spirit of the Holy 
God. And in the days of your father, light and understanding and wisdom, like the 
wisdom of the gods, were found in him; and King Nebuchadnezzar your father—your 
father the king—made him chief of the magicians, astrologers, Chaldeans, and 
soothsayers.  12  Inasmuch as an excellent spirit, knowledge, understanding, 
interpreting dreams, solving riddles, and explaining enigmas were found in this Daniel, 
whom the king named Belteshazzar, now let Daniel be called, and he will give the 
interpretation." 
 
THE SPIRIT OF THE HOLY GOD (1) 
Daniel 4:9 - "Belteshazzar, chief of the magicians, because I know that the Spirit of the 
Holy God is in you, and no secret troubles you, explain to me the visions of my dream 
that I have seen, and its interpretation." (Nebuchadnezzar) 
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We know that we have all freely received the indwelling Holy Spirit when we chose 
Christ as our Saviour. (Acts 2:38). However, to walk in the power of the Holy Spirit in 
a way that distinguishes us from those around us costs something. It costs a life that is 
surrendered, that is laid down, that is set towards doing God's will and fulfilling His 
purpose no matter the cost. It is a life that will suffer persecution for the sake of 
righteousness. It is a life that will lay itself down for others, and that will not count itself 
worthy for the sake of Christ, even unto death (Revelation 12:11). Such a life that 
carries a living testimony of devotion, is first of all recognised in heaven, and because 
of that, it is recognised by God and men (Luke 2:52). 
  
So the first question to ask is: Are you a believer in the Lord Jesus Christ? If yes, then 
the next question is: How surrendered is your life to God's purposes and glory? Do you 
still defend yourself all the time? Do you constantly feel sorry for yourself? Do you 
excuse yourself from doing things in the Kingdom you do not like, or feel like doing? 
How committed are you in the midst of peer pressure? Is your "yes", yes? Is your "no", 
no? (James 5:12). How easily are you offended? How long does it take you to overcome 
an offence, to forgive someone? All these things are stumbling blocks to the world, 
keeping them from recognising the 'SPIRIT OF THE HOLY GOD' in us.  If any of these 
things rule our lives, even our prayers will have little impact. 
  
Won't you consider dedicating your life to God afresh? Ask forgiveness for those things 
He shows you now. Make a decision to allow the Holy Spirit within you to correct you, 
to guide you. Make a decision to listen to His voice, to obey Him whether you like it or 
not. Make a decision to put every fleshly desire aside, so there can be more room in 
your life for Him.  
 

Let us pray today… 
 
• For the church to shine forth the light of Christ in this world.  
• For the church to be filled with the Holy Spirt (Acts 2:38); operate and 

function in the gifts of the Spirit (1 Corinthians 12:1-11); and for the doctrine 
of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit (Ephesians 4:4-6) to be ministered 
where God's people meet in His name across our nation and the world.  

• For ourselves and other Christians to walk in the power of and obedience to 
the Holy Spirit and be wholly devoted to the Lord, even to the point of death 
(Revelation 12:11).  

 
With renewed fervour pray, Lord Jesus, You must increase, but I must decrease 
(John 3:30).  
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Day 3: Spirit of the Holy God (2) 

 
We looked at the fact that Daniel walked in the fullness of the Holy Spirit in the midst 
of Babylon. How was that possible since this was long before the Holy Spirit was 
poured out at Pentecost? The presence of the Holy Spirit in his life impacted all of 
Babylon and distinguished him above those around him. Not only did he impact the 
natural realm by his walk with God, but Daniel had special favour with heaven too! 
  
Daniel 9:23 - At the beginning of your supplications the command went out, and I have 
come to tell you, for you are greatly beloved; therefore consider the matter, and 
understand the vision: 
 
Daniel 10:11 - And he said to me, "O Daniel, man greatly beloved, understand the 
words that I speak to you, and stand upright, for I have now been sent to you." While 
he was speaking this word to me, I stood trembling. 
 
Daniel 10:19 - And he said, "O man greatly beloved, fear not! Peace be to you; be 
strong, yes, be strong!" So when he spoke to me I was strengthened, and said, "Let my 
lord speak, for you have strengthened me." 
   
Of no other person in the Bible is it mentioned that heaven acknowledged that person 
as 'greatly beloved'! On all three mentioned occasions Daniel had special spiritual 
encounters. Each encounter was a direct result of his deep, devoted and personal 
prayer life. He did not just ramble prayers, but he had questions, desires and wanted 
to know God more. His questions were not for himself, it was for his people, Israel. 
These desires in Daniel's heart, caused God to send Daniel heavenly visitors to speak 
to him, to explain matters to him and to unravel secrets about the future to him. Not 
only did Daniel receive an understanding of matters regarding the ruling kingdom of 
the day, but also of the end-times. He was indeed greatly beloved! 
  
For us to walk with God, we need to know how Daniel prayed to obtain such favour 
with heaven. What did he pray? 
 
 Following are some guidelines to instill in our own lives: 
  
1. He lived with purpose 
Daniel 1:8  - But Daniel purposed in his heart that he would not defile himself with the 
portion of the king's delicacies, nor with the wine which he drank; therefore he 
requested of the chief of the eunuchs that he might not defile himself. 
  
Upon his arrival in Babylon, Daniel was still a young boy. From childhood he decided 
to keep the ordinances of the faith he had learned from his parents in Babylon. For 
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Daniel and his friends to have ended up in training for the king's court, they may have 
come from distinguished families – well trained, educated and set in the ways of the 
God of Israel. Their lives were purposed by God for the season of captivity. They were 
called to live in victory and not as victims of exile. 
  
For you and me to follow Daniel's example, we too must purpose in our hearts how we 
are going to serve God. How serious are we going to be? What are we going to allow 
ourselves in this world and what are we not going to allow ourselves. What are we 
going to indulge in and what are we no longer going to indulge in. There will be certain 
movies we will choose not to watch. Certain books we will just not read. Certain 
novelties that will serve us better to avoid. For others, it may be all right and 
permissible. But if we purpose in our hearts to walk with God, we will have to make 
choices different from the crowd. 
  
2. He sought God's mercies 
Daniel 2:18 - …that they might seek mercies from the God of heaven concerning this 
secret, so that Daniel and his companions might not perish with the rest of the wise 
men of Babylon. 19 Then the secret was revealed to Daniel in a night vision. So Daniel 
blessed the God of heaven. 
  
To follow Daniel's example, we need to learn what it means to petition the mercies of 
God. We are generally more used to asking for things we need or want. Very few 
Christians know or understand what it really means to seek mercies from the God of 
heaven like Daniel and  his friends! Again, Daniel's prayer life distinguished him even 
from his friends. Although they all attended the initial prayer meeting when Daniel 
shared the news about the wisemen being killed, it was Daniel who stayed up and 
stayed awake. He carried an urgency in his spirit that kept crying out to God. 
  
The revelation of the dream and interpretation of Nebuchadnezzar's dream was not 
just poured out upon them after the initial prayers they offered. It came deep in the 
night when Daniel was waiting on God. 
  
For us, it means we will have to deepen our prayer life. For most of us, it is impossible 
to keep long hours of prayer during the day because of responsibilities. Remember, 
Daniel and his friends were serving full time in the king's court! The only prayer time 
Daniel had was at night. Although the matter was urgent, he could not take a 3-week 
vacation to hear God's voice and become still and quiet. 
 
Daniel was already disciplined in his prayer life. He knew how to seek the mercies of 
God in SUCH A WAY, that deep in the night he was ready when God gave him a vision 
of the dream of the king, as well as its interpretation. 
  
If we want to see breakthroughs in our circumstances, in our church and in our nation, 
we must follow this example. Pray and fast until God baptises you with the Holy Spirit 
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and with fire, so you too may taste and see answers coming from heaven in the midst 
of troubles. Cultivate a disciplined prayer life. Do not always seek out others to hear 
from God on your behalf. 
  
In this season God is inviting us to come into a place of devotion - deep devotion - 
burning the midnight oil of prayer and seeking the face of the Living God for a lot more 
than our own needs. There are lives and souls on the line in the nation and globally. 
Will you not take time today and wait on the Lord to show you what your prayer life 
should look like from now on, what He is longing to hear from you. Ask Him to teach 
you how to seek the mercies of the Living God for the country, for your church, for the 
unreached and unsaved nations of the earth. Decide today to no longer just live a 
normal Christian life. A normal Christian life – normal in our eyes – will not bring the 
breakthroughs needed in crisis situations. 

 
Let us pray today… 

 
• That the presence of the Lord in their lives will touch the lives of others 

where they are at work in the world system. 
• For hearts to be set apart to God and His kingdom (Daniel 1:8), to dedicate 

time of prayer and devotion to Him and to seek out His mercies until He 
reveals His secrets to us (Daniel 2:18-19). 

 

With renewed fervour concerning the time you spend in prayer, pray: Lord Jesus, You 
must increase, but I must decrease (John 3:30). 
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Day 4: Light (1) 

 
Daniel 5:11 - There is a man in your kingdom in whom is the Spirit of the Holy God. 
And in the days of your father, light and understanding and wisdom, like the wisdom 
of the gods, were found in him… 
  
The king of Babylon's mother mentions that the Spirit of the Holy God is within Daniel. 
But, more than that, she observed that LIGHT was shining from within Daniel. She 
surely observed this from a spiritual perspective. The king's court was familiar with the 
powers and principalities of idolatry, witchcraft and soothsaying. The magicians 
challenged one another spiritually by who was able to destroy, kill or undermine the 
other. The court also knew Daniel served his God from his nation. But there was a 
different spirit in him. The king's mother knew by experience that there was something 
different about Daniel – a light was shining from him – he did not have a 'dark heart'. 
  
We cannot fight the world with the world. We cannot present a greasy grace message. 
We cannot scrape everything under the carpet of 'love'. God is both a God of love and 
of judgment. This was the light that shone from Daniel. Righteousness and justice. He 
was loving and kind, respecting everyone around him. He never retaliated or defended 
himself when humiliated, when petitions were written for his intended destruction. He 
boldly did what needed to be done in every situation in every circumstance. What does 
it mean for us to carry a different spirit like Daniel? 
  
Later in the book of Daniel, we read how he studied the words of the prophets over 
Israel and how he learned that the exile would be for 70 years. At the end of 70 years, 
Daniel began his petitions for his nation. 
  
The principle is this – Daniel was a student of the WORD OF GOD for 70 years in exile. 
By then, when Daniel prayed heaven moved. The question arising is this – do you and 
I have the knowledge of the Word of God that Daniel had? We have access to so much 
more than he had and look at us! 
We have many more translations of the Bible today in many languages. Many 
commentaries and resources - but how much of the Word of God is in you and me? 
How hungry are we to even pick up our Bibles and read? 
 
For us to have favour with heaven, to be called greatly beloved, the Word of God must 
become a priority, something we LOVE! By saying this, I want to state that by no means 
do you have to start memorising Scripture. That would be the wrong understanding of 
'time in the Word'. Although memorising Scripture is wonderful and necessary, 'time in 
the Word' means to read Scripture and then wait on the Holy Spirit to show you what 
is on His heart concerning a certain matter from that passage. Then to pray ONLY 
THAT. This is the beginning of having favour with heaven – when we pray what the 
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Holy Spirit prays IN US. Our prayer lives need to change. We need to read God's Word, 
allow His Word to correct us in our thinking, and then we pray accordingly. 
  
Many Believers have become weary by praying prayers they thought would move the 
heart of God. It can make us tired, leave us disillusioned and questioning whether we 
are acceptable to God. Learn from this mistake and teach others how to read God's 
Word, to wait on Him for direction and then pray. At other times it will happen that we 
will present a matter of concern before Him, then wait on Him to give us a Scripture 
reference and then pray the Word back to Him. 
  
Isaiah 55:11 says: So shall My word be that goes forth from My mouth; It shall not 
return to Me void, but it shall accomplish what I please, and it shall prosper in the thing 
for which I sent it. 
  
Let us join the psalmist in prayer from these Scriptures: 
  
Psalm 43:3 - Oh, send out Your light and Your truth! Let them lead me; Let them bring 
me to Your holy hill And to Your tabernacle.  – Somehow the light of God in our spirit 
leads to speaking the truth…. 
 
Psalm 112:4 - Unto the upright there arises light in the darkness; He is gracious, and 
full of compassion, and righteous. 
 
Psalm 119:130 - The entrance of Your words gives light; it gives understanding to the 
simple. 
 
Psalm 119:105 - Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.  
  
If we want to follow the example of Daniel's success, we have to prioritise time in God's 
Word. All of us have 24 hours at our disposal. Give what you can, but start somewhere. 
  
Ask God's forgiveness for any negligence in reading, studying and meditating on His 
Word. Then go and take out your Bible again. Kneel down if you can. Dedicate your 
heart to the Lord afresh, ask Him to shine His light on the Word as you read from this 
day on. Contemplate this verse today, gently repeating it in your heart as often as you 
remember: 
  
Ephesians 1:18 - …that the eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that you may 
know what is the hope of His calling… 
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Let us pray today… 
 

• For youth leaders in the body of Christ to be filled with the light of God.  
• For the light in their lives to draw many young people to Christ, who is the 

Light of the world (John 8:12).  
• For the light in the lives of young people to impact the lives of those in 

authority; to acknowledge that it is the light of God that is present in their 
lives (Mathew 5:14-16). 

• For youth leaders to study God's Word, wait on the Holy Spirit for 
interpretation and revelation and to apply it to their lives in obedience (Isa 
55:11). 
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Day 5: Light (2) 

 
Luke 11:33 - "No one, when he has lit a lamp, puts it in a secret place or under a basket, 
but on a lampstand, that those who come in may see the light. 34 The lamp of the body 
is the eye. Therefore, when your eye is good, your whole body also is full of light. But 
when your eye is bad, your body also is full of darkness. 35 Therefore take heed that 
the light which is in you is not darkness. 36 If then your whole body is full of light, 
having no part dark, the whole body will be full of light, as when the bright shining of a 
lamp gives you light." 
  
Daniel had to face the most difficult, ungodly circumstances from early till late every 
day. He did not just keep a nine-to-five job. As a captive or slave, you had to be on duty 
at any time that the king or the duties of the king's court needed you. You just had to 
be there. You could not play sick. You could not throw a tantrum when you felt ill-
treated, because that could have had you killed immediately. Everyone in the king's 
court had to be positive and pleasing – you would never allow yourself anything else, 
for it would certainly cost you your life. In the king's court there was no such thing as 
disciplinary hearings, three warnings or even dismissal. Immediate execution was the 
sentence for anyone who displeased or upset the king. So, what distinguished Daniel's 
being 'positive' from the 'positivity' of the other captives working in the king's court?  
  
There was a different spirit in Daniel. God's light was shining from his whole being! 
How was it possible for Daniel to keep that light within burning amidst so much 
darkness? Just imagine; he had to listen to blasphemies all day long, foul language, hear 
magic spells, smell potions mixed to perform witchcraft and much more! Who of us 
would have remained standing like Daniel under such circumstances? As a captive, he 
had no hope to ever escape from Babylon. What was the secret that kept Daniel 
standing? He learned to completely rest in God – and this is what distinguished him 
from the rest.  
 
Daniel 6:10 - Now when Daniel knew that the writing was signed, he went home. And 
in his upper room, with his windows open toward Jerusalem, he knelt down on his 
knees three times that day, and prayed and gave thanks before his God, as was his 
custom since early days. 
 
Another lesson to learn from Daniel is his response to persecution or resistance. When 
the king was tricked into signing a decree that would certainly have lead to Daniel 
ending up in the Lion's den, what did Daniel do? He went into his room, and he openly 
prayed as usual. Daniel kept a regular prayer discipline and rhythm. Even when he knew 
his life would be at stake, he did not draw back and he did not start praying in secret – 
he kept his practice like before. What an example to follow! 
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I have seen dear sincere Believers fall away from the Lord the past few years because 
of certain restrictions put on whole nations. Many have become too relaxed in what 
they allow themselves to watch on television, or the books they read. Convenience 
have made many become couch Christians, 'pick-and-choose what you want to hear' 
YouTube Believers. 
  
What happened to the prayer disciplines to keep our spirit alive? The practices of 
prayer and Bible reading? It is shocking to see how many have become lukewarm. They 
find it easier by the day to not keep spiritual disciplines, because they do not want to 
be 'religious'. They diligently still go to the gym, they still keep a strict diet, but their 
spiritual disciplines have faded away. 
  
Each of us has to examine the true condition of our current spiritual state. Where we 
have become slack, we need to pick up on those disciplines. Where we are under 
persecution e.g. at work or at home, we should not shrink back in fear. And we need to 
encourage one another to remain vigilant in following Christ. 
  
It is not necessary to advertise our Christianity or force it down people's throats, that 
would be quite foolish! More than that, are we still keeping the disciplines of prayer, 
fasting, meditating on God's Word and waiting on Him?  Are we keeping the disciplines 
of the Christian life to keep spiritually alive so the light of God can literally shine from 
within us too? 
  
The Holy Spirit is inviting us to return to keeping Biblical spiritual disciplines so we 
remain connected to God, to hear His voice, to walk with Him daily, to be free from 
shame and to seek opportunities to pray for people or testify to them. Those who seek 
God like this, boldly seeking opportunities to be obedient to God, will have favour with 
God when they kneel down to pray. Such ones will be known by heaven. 
  
Will you not kneel down before the Living Holy God some time today – humble 
yourself before Him and ask forgiveness where you may have become negligent in 
following Him, in living for Him, attending to the matters of the kingdom. Then sit down 
and write down what He is saying to you about the spiritual disciplines He wants you 
to keep. Put the following decisions you make today up in your prayer spot, as a 
reminder: Decide to return to the Lord. To worship Him again. To give Him time again. 
To make room for ministry to others again. To intentionally look for opportunities 
during the day, as the Holy Spirit prompts you, to testify again. 
  
Jeremiah 3:22 - "Return, you backsliding children, and I will heal your backslidings." 
"Indeed we do come to You, for You are the LORD our God." 
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Let us pray today… 
 

• For the President to be filled with the light of God; to have his eyes 
enlightened and to know God's will for his life. 

• Pray for the light of God to fill the President to lead the nation with God's 
wisdom, make decisions concerning difficult matters and give leadership 
to others, including those in parliament.  

• Pray for the President to walk with God, being wholeheartedly devoted 
to Him. 

 
Ask the Lord for grace to be able to shine His light in this dark world as you remain in 
His rest. Ask the Holy Spirit to help you to remain connected to God, to hear His voice, 
to walk with Him daily, and boldly share His light with others.  
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Day 6: Understanding 

 
There is a man in your kingdom in whom is the Spirit of the Holy God. … light and 
understanding and wisdom, … were found in him… (Daniel 5:11). 
 
One of the significant characteristics of Daniel is that he had understanding of 'all 
things'. That is not normal human understanding, it is supernatural understanding. It is 
believed that the king trusted Daniel with managing and overseeing several ongoing 
building projects across the kingdom of Babylon.  
  
In reality, Daniel foresaw the end of times by the mercies of God. He had an 
understanding of all things. How can we follow the example of Daniel in our own lives, 
to know about 'all things' in our own day and age? Is it possible? 
  
Today we have access to the gifts of the Holy Spirit (1 Corinthians 12-14). One of those 
gifts is the 'gift of a word of knowledge'. Another gift is the 'word of wisdom'. We do 
not have any excuse to walk in darkness today. When we pray and ask the Holy Spirit 
to give us understanding about a certain matter, He certainly will show us. But we have 
to ask, we have to desire Him and walk with Him. 
  
1 Corinthians 12:31 - But earnestly desire the best gifts. And yet I show you a more 
excellent way. 
 
Sometimes we may have the idea that gifts will just automatically operate all by 
themselves in our lives. But this is not biblically correct. God has chosen to work 
through people, to use vessels that are surrendered and obedient to do what He tells 
them to do. Like a hose pipe must be connected to a tap to bring water to an area in a 
garden, so we as Believers, must be spiritually connected to the LORD. We must allow 
Him to flow through us to those around us at any time. Those who practise the 
presence of the Lord, will always receive grace and understanding in all matters they 
present before the Lord. 
  
Although we may have knowledge about a matter, we can still lack the understanding 
to resolve a matter. Pray earnestly for understanding. Like Daniel, we have to 
continuously ask the Holy Spirit to give us His understanding in everything we 
encounter. Not only when there is a crisis, but as a lifestyle.  When we learn to live in 
dependence on the Lord's understanding, it will over time distinguish us from others. 
We need to learn to ask God's understanding on matters throughout the day, 
throughout life. We cannot only ask for spiritual understanding concerning the Sunday 
sermon or cell group meeting. Ask the Lord to help you live intentionally – like Daniel. 
When we do, others will know that whenever they need counsel, you will be able to 
give them godly counsel and bring godly understanding. 
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Psalm 32:9 - Do not be like the horse or like the mule, which have no understanding, 
Which must be harnessed with bit and bridle, else they will not come near you. 
 
A lack of understanding makes us act foolishly. Understanding saved Daniel and his 
friends from perishing. When there is a problem in your life or family – what is your 
response? Do you at times become frantic and lack self-control? Are you prone to 
anger outbursts when things do not go your way? Such behaviour is unacceptable if 
we want to walk with God. Such behaviour must cease. Our tongues need to be bridled, 
for we want to be a people who walk in understanding. Let us not make ourselves guilty 
of becoming a stumbling block to unbelievers which cause them to say – "If this is what 
it is to be a Christian, I do not want to have anything to do with God". 
  
Take time today to examine your heart. Are you guilty of these things? Confess it 
before the Lord. Honestly repent. Ask the Holy Spirit to help you turn away from such 
a lifestyle. Pray for the Holy Spirit to fill you with His understanding – especially in 
difficult situations, that He will show you a solution, a way out. Do not give in to your 
emotions. Exalt Jesus within you at all times. Resort to the Holy Spirit to help you, to 
guide you. 
  
Study Psalm 52:1-5. Read it, then say it out loud. Write it down in your journal, verse 
by verse, pausing, asking the Holy Spirit to speak to you about things in your own life. 
Then ask the Lord for understanding of a difficult matter that may be of concern to you 
right now. Do not be in a hurry. Wait on Him to speak to you – give Him enough time. 

 
Let us pray today… 

 
• For the ministers and provincial leaders to be filled with the Spirit of 

understanding. 
• Pray for the Spirit of understanding to guide them in their decision making 

in different departments and leadership, to have a positive impact on the 
economy and the people of the nation. 

• Pray for the conviction of heart to do their work with the understanding of 
God's Holy Spirit. 

 
Pray for yourself and other Christians to earnestly desire the gifts of the Spirit and to 
operate in these gifts of knowledge and understanding undergirded with the love of 
God (1 Corinthians 12:31).   
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Day 7: Wisdom of God (1) 

 
There is a man in your kingdom in whom is the Spirit of the Holy God. … light and 
understanding and wisdom, … were found in him… (Daniel 5:11). 
 
Proverbs 4:7 - Wisdom is the principal thing; therefore get wisdom. And in all your 
getting, get understanding.  
 
Proverbs 16:16  How much better to get wisdom than gold! And to get understanding 
is to be chosen rather than silver. 
  
Wisdom is the combination of our knowledge and experiences. It is what gives practical 
meaning, instruction and direction to the way ahead.  When we apply the knowledge 
we have gained from bad experiences wrongly, it will bring destruction. We have to 
ask for God's instruction on how to apply His wisdom despite our bad experiences. 
Applying godly wisdom will help us escape calamity. People who apply themselves 
wrongly from bad experiences will end up disillusioned, critical of everyone and 
everything, and even proudfully thinking they are  more experienced or intelligent than 
others. 
  
To pray for wisdom is a key to unlocking the mysteries of spiritual breakthrough in our 
lives. Look at the life of Solomon – God appeared to him: 2 Chronicles 1:7 - On that 
night God appeared to Solomon, and said to him, "Ask! What shall I give you?" 
  
Solomon was well taught by his father David, who was a man after God's own heart. 
(Acts 13:22) Solomon knew how to please the Lord in prayer! Solomon asked for 
wisdom, and it pleased the Lord. It pleased God so much, that Solomon received 
wisdom that excelled all who had ever lived on the face of the earth. Not only that, but 
he had riches, wealth and success excelling in abundance. 
  
When we learn the spiritual secret of 'asking rightly' - not as the world prays or asks, it 
will move the heart of God. When our prayers please God, He lovingly grants us our 
requests. He also grants us much more than we ask for. 
 
But not only does our prayers move the heart of God when we learn to pray unselfishly, 
it also endears God to us when we live our daily lives in the same way. When Esther 
was allowed to choose anything her heart desired from the treasury of the king before 
she went in before the king – knowing that she would be able to keep it afterwards – 
she only chose what Hegai advised. (Esther 2:15). When Daniel and his friends ended 
up in the king's court, they chose to eat only vegetables and not of the delicacies of the 
king's table. (Daniel 1:12). 
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Our choices make the difference. 
  
Our requests can either anger or please God. Israel wanted meat in the wilderness as 
they remembered the food they ate in Egypt– and God gave in abundance. However, 
their conduct, their indulgence and their greed angered God. (Numbers 11:33). 
  
Do you sometimes find yourself not knowing how or what to pray in a specific 
situation? From now onwards, always resort to pray for wisdom.  We know for sure it 
pleases God when we ask Him for wisdom.  Take a look again at Proverbs 4:7 and 16:16 
at the beginning of the devotional today.  Take some time to turn these 2 verses into a 
personal prayer. Write them down, if that helps you, and then pray them. Pray them 
from the bottom of your heart. Take time to also wait on the Lord to speak to you. 

 
Let us pray today… 

 
• For all mayors to be filled with the Spirit of wisdom.  
• For wisdom on how to address unrighteousness, corruption, and crime within their 

sphere of influence. 
• For mayors to walk in uprightness before the Lord. 
• For wisdom to work towards prosperity in cities and towns that are currently 

drowning in debt and struggling with proper service delivery. 
 
For you and other Christians to ask wisdom from God and to pray according to the 
wise counsel we receive from Him; to ask what pleases Him (2 Chronicles 1:7-10; 
Proverbs 4:7). 
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Day 8: Wisdom of God (2) 

 
How to pray prayers God wants to hear for the nation 
 
Daniel 9:2 - 4 …in the first year of his reign I, Daniel, understood by the books the 
number of the years specified by the word of the LORD through Jeremiah the prophet, 
that He would accomplish seventy years in the desolations of Jerusalem. 3 Then I set 
my face toward the Lord God to make request by prayer and supplications, with fasting, 
sackcloth, and ashes.  4 And I prayed to the LORD my God, and made confession… 
  
Those familiar with praying with people from different cultural groups, different 
denominations and different nations will agree that people both approach and 
experience prayer very differently. There are those times when we pray and take some 
prophetic actions in faith that are truly anointed and blessed by the Lord. At other times 
though we could be in a meeting where people do and pray things that are really in the 
flesh, demanding and filled with arrogance and disrespect. The Bibilical way of 
approaching God in prayer, as portrayed by Daniel, led him to see answers and changes.  
 
It even kept him from being eaten alive by lions!  So it may cause us to wonder whether 
the lack of answered prayers we see today, may possibly be because we do not know 
the secrets of prayer as Daniel did? It will be wise to learn from Daniel's approach to 
prayer. So how did Daniel pray? 
  
1. He positioned himself. He set aside time for dedicated prayer. He turned away from 
every other thing and set his face toward the Lord. No distractions. In our day it would 
mean not checking our WhatsApp messages, not checking emails or going to the 
kitchen to fix a sandwich. Daniel set his heart to pray for as long as it would take. 
 
2. He often fasted. He decided to fast often so he did not have to waste time preparing 
a meal when he got home from the king's court. He could quickly get himself ready and 
go to His place of prayer. 
 
3. He showed his inward surrender outwardly. Daniel dressed in sackloth – a 
traditional way of showing God that he is not coming to the place of prayer in 
arrogance, but in humility and surrender. It was a way to show God outwardly how 
serious he was about this time of prayer inwardly. 
 
4. Prayer and supplications. He made requests by prayer and supplications. Space is 
lacking for a complete study of the deeper meaning of 'requests', 'prayers' 
and  'supplications'. (Acts 16:25, Ephesians 5:19, Colossians 3:16).  Daniel did not offer 
a few thoughts from his mind as quick prayers and then went to sleep. He did not 
ramble off everything that came into his mind, no! He was praying with intent, informed 
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and filled with understanding from the Word. He prayed very direct prayers, offered 
several individual supplications, and was asking for specific things concerning the exile 
and return of the children of Israel to their homeland. He prayed the very desires of 
God's heart for the nation of Israel 'back to Him'. 
 
5. Confessions. Daniel made specific confessions. He admitted to the wrongs of Israel. 
He did not make any excuses. He spoke honestly, sparing nothing. How often in prayer 
meetings, when it comes to confessing our sins - after just a few sentences - people 
would quickly return to spiritual warfare or rebuking the devil. Sometimes prayer 
meetings are filled with speaking to the devil more than confessing before God the 
very things that give the devil power over us! This is wisdom: when you are in prayer, 
speak to God and only when the Holy Spirit releases you, make other declarations. 
 
6. He appealed to God's character. Daniel spent quite a bit of time reminding God of 
who He is, His mercy, His loving-kindness over the generations. He reminded God of 
His promises to Moses, to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. Do we remember and keep before 
the Lord the promises He has given us over our cities? Our congregation? Our nation? 
We have to study these promises and remind Him as part of our prayer meetings – 
holding on to His word. (Isaiah 55:11). 
 
7. He stated his request. After having gone through all the protocols of prayer, 
Daniel asks God to have mercy and answer his prayers. 
  
Daniel 9:20-21 – while Daniel was still speaking in prayer, the angel Gabriel appeared! 
When last did an angel appear in response to your prayers? If we are honest, we seldom 
receive instant responses to our prayers. It is not to say that every time of prayer will 
have an immediate answer, but it is very encouraging to read the account of 
Daniel 9.  This is just a short account of a key passage in the Bible. Take some time to 
contemplate these steps. Compare the prayer meetings you have for the nation. Do 
the prayer times you keep measure up with the humility with which Daniel prayed? 
Consider a personal study of Daniel 9.  Ask the Holy Spirit to show you how your 
prayer times must change and align with Scripture. Then once you have implemented 
this, see how the answers in response to your prayers change. 

 
Let us pray today… 

 
• For the judges of the Constitutional Court to be filled with the Spirit of wisdom. 
• For them to judge righteously and rightly; that everyone will be treated fairly, 

receiving the sentences due to their deeds; and ensure that sentences are executed 
without exception.  

 
In this time of seeking God, pray for all of us to follow the example of Daniel's prayer 
life (Daniel 9:2-4):  
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To position ourselves before God in fasting; to make our prayers and supplications 
known to God with confession of sin; declaring God's greatness over the nations and 
waiting on God to show mercy. 
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Day 9: Positioned for rulership 

 
Daniel 1:20 - And in all matters of wisdom and understanding concerning which the 
king asked them, he found them ten times better than all the [learned] magicians and 
enchanters who were in his whole realm. 
  
Daniel's wisdom elevated him to a position above all the other wise men in the king's 
court, even all the magicians and enchanters. It is not written how he gained this status 
or what he did to obtain this position. Just thinking back at how Moses confounded 
the wisemen in the court of Pharaoh may give us some idea!  But it is not recorded as 
such. Whatever Daniel did, it was recorded as ten times better than all the others. 
  
When we follow the example of Daniel, God will give us grace to also be lifted up over 
the witchcraft of our day and of our area. We will also be able to overcome in the midst 
of daily challenges. We should never respond to the challenges of this world by 
conforming to it or following its ways to gain worldly influence. Daniel and his friends 
never did. Daniel resorted to God for wisdom and understanding in every instance. It 
was God who positioned Daniel supernaturally. The same can be true for us, especially 
in the marketplace of today. When the Holy Spirit is shining from our lives, the world 
will quickly recognise it and seek out your wisdom – but only when you prove to be 
different from the status quo. Do not try to be worldly smart, rather be sure to lay hold 
of God.  
  
When we follow Daniel's example, we do not need to seek positions for ourselves or 
promote ourselves to show our importance, spirituality or significance. Just look at 
Daniel's response to the king in his old age – he had no desire to receive anything, but 
only to make known the Word of the Lord! Daniel actually knew the word he was about 
to give to the king was not going to be pleasing to him. 
Daniel 5:17 - Then Daniel answered, and said before the king, "Let your gifts be for 
yourself, and give your rewards to another; yet I will read the writing to the king, and 
make known to him the interpretation. 
 
Daniel spoke boldly, leaving nothing untouched or undone of what God instructed him 
to speak to the king. Daniel knew he could be executed for his words to the king – yet 
he boldly spoke it all. It was the uncompromising spirit of Daniel that distinguished him 
from others. Daniel was well advanced in his prayer life by now. Every day of his life 
was now completely saturated by prayer and time in God's presence, for he was not 
serving in this king's court at the time he was called. It is possible that Daniel even knew 
the king was going to call him before he did. Daniel may have known what was written 
on the wall even before he entered the king's banquet hall. His prayer life in God gained 
him an absolute open heaven. Daniel was even shown visions of the last days – 
something that was only also shown to the apostle John in the Book of Revelation. 



 

P a g e   | 22 
J E R I C H O  W A L L S  I N T E R N A T I O N A L  P R A Y E R  N E T W O R K  

w w w . j w i p n . c o m  

There were no restrictions to what was revealed to Daniel, this one who was beloved 
in heaven. 
  
The Lord is asking us again to count the cost of following Him for the season ahead of 
us. He is asking, "Do you not want to walk with Me more than with man?" What a 
question! What will be our answer?  We count so many earthly things as important and 
worthy. If they were to be weighed on the scales of heaven, will they carry any weight 
at all? In earthly terms, these things carry value because of how the world values them. 
But heaven values and measures differently. 
  
The Holy Spirit is inviting us to consider our works. To ask for and allow them to be 
weighed on the scales of heaven – asking how much glory they truly bring Him. This 
calls for serious consideration. Please do take time today to write down the many 
works you are doing for the Lord. Then wait on the Holy Spirit to give you 
understanding of each. As He reveals His truths to your heart – let go of things that 
bear little or no fruit. Let go of  things that make no difference, except from your 
perspective or in your own mind. Let go of everything that seems so important, so 
valuable in worldly terms. Make a choice - just lay hold of the Lord and Him alone.  
 
Become like Daniel – let nothing entice you to prophecy or minister or do anything to 
please man. May we be found faithful in the sight of the Lord in what we do. Repeat 
this exercise of regularly testing with the Lord throughout this year what you are doing 
in your life. Be sure to let go of everything that does not bear fruit or carry heaven's 
approval. 
  
When you are offered a new opportunity or money this year, be sure to not be moved 
by fame or fortune, be honest and true. First speak to God. When the promotion 
comes, be faithful and do all that needs to be done to transform that place of influence 
for the glory of God. Those who are with you will know from the start you are not a 
compromising soul! It will open a door for correction – to bring righteousness into a 
situation. Therefore, never compromise on the truth. 
  
Take time today to read and meditate on Daniel 5:24-28 – ask the Holy Spirit to show 
you if any of these statements may be true of your personal life, your church, your 
community. Pray and lay out your life before the Lord. 
 
There is a man in your kingdom in whom is the Spirit of the Holy God. …your father the 
king—made him chief of the magicians, astrologers, Chaldeans, and soothsayers. 
(Daniel 5:11). 
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Let us pray today… 

 
• For the National Police Commissioner to be positioned for rulership enforcing 

law and order  
• Ask for all corruption within the police force, as well as the manipulation and 

victimisation of police officers by gangsters or other high-ranking officials, to be 
exposed and effectively shut down.  

• For police officers to have authority to execute their tasks and experience the 
protection of God. 

 
Read and meditate on Daniel 5:24-28. Ask the Holy Spirit to show you if any of these 
statements may be true of your personal life, your church, your community. In 
reverence to God's Word, surrender to Him again. 
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Day 10: An excellent spirit (1) 

 
Daniel 6:3 - Then this Daniel distinguished himself above the governors and satraps, 
because an excellent spirit was in him; and the king gave thought to setting him over 
the whole realm. 
  
What is the spirit of excellence? It is doing things well, decent and in order. Excellence 
is doing something and asking the question "Would God be pleased with this work?" 
Excellence is not the same as perfectionism. The NASB version of this passage, says 
Daniel "possessed an extraordinary spirit". To walk in a spirit of excellence is to go 
above and beyond what is required of you. Walking in a spirit of excellence does not 
come naturally. However, as believers we can excel in all we do through the power of 
God. Being excellent at what we do will point back to the One who gave us the ability 
to do our work. It will bring glory to God and show the love of Christ to those around 
us. 
  
Think about your life, your work, the way you take care of yourself, your home, your 
family, relationships, your involvement in the church and in the community. When 
people look at your life, does your life stand out to them as one of excellence? If you 
are generally complaining a lot about everything and everyone, if you are not faithful 
in all you do and try to do as little as you can without being caught out, then you have 
to realise that you are not carrying a spirit of excellence. When we are negligent in one 
area of our lives, we will be in other areas as well. That does not mean we need to be 
perfect – no one on the face of the earth is perfect, but we can strive for excellence in 
a way that pleases God. 
  
Look at this very special Scripture in the New Testament, inviting us to such a lifestyle 
of excellence: But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for 
His own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him who called you out 
of darkness into His marvellous light. (1 Peter 2:9). 
 
How can we be excellent in our generation?  
 
Firstly by living wholeheartedly and abundantly, seeking in everything to glorify God. 
But also, to proclaim God's excellencies! His goodness, His mercies, His righteousness, 
His faithfulness – there are so many characteristics of God that we can lift up and praise 
Him with daily. The more we praise God for His excellencies, the more His excellence 
will grow and become visible in and through our own lives. 
  
Remember, we cannot just claim to be a chosen race a royal priesthood a holy nation 
– we must LIVE IT! Are you living it? As you live it, you endear yourself with heaven, 
you become a greatly beloved one in heaven just like Daniel. 
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Will you not take some time today to sit down in prayer with the Lord. Allow the Holy 
Spirit to speak to you about areas of your life where you can live in more excellence 
with Him. Write it down – start to pray into these areas of your life and pursue 
excellence with the Lord daily. Where you have neglected certain matters, make a 
conscious decision to correct that from today onwards. 
 
Inasmuch as an excellent spirit, knowledge, understanding, interpreting dreams, 
solving riddles, and explaining enigmas were found in this Daniel… (Daniel 5:12). 

 
Let us pray today… 

 
• For Chief Executive Officers (CEO's) of large companies to be filled with an 

excellent spirit to run their companies with integrity and uprightness. 
• For them to have respect for employees and treat them fairly. 
• For CEO's of large companies be excellent in how they address difficult 

situations and debt. 
• Pray that in all circumstances and their daily conduct they will show forth 

the excellence of the Lord. 
 
Ask the Holy Spirit to speak to you and other Christians, on how to walk by His Spirit 
so that your life can reflect the excellencies of God. 
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Day 11: An excellent spirit (2) 

 
One of the fascinating characteristics of Daniel's life is his wholeheartedness. He 
served the Babylonian king with great excellence, devotion and respect. He never 
retaliated when he was persecuted, scorned, or looked down upon by other members 
of the king's court. He never retreated from his customary open worship of God. We 
do not read of Daniel ever complaining of anything at any time. Even when he was still 
very young, he even respectfully requested to have a simpler diet than the rest of the 
young men in the king's court. At the end of the book of Daniel, a great reward is 
promised to him: 
  
Daniel 12:13 - "But as for you, go your way to the end; then you will enter into rest 
and rise again for your allotted portion at the end of the age." 
  
Daniel knew a secret – that his reward and desire was not to have the position of third 
ruler in the kingdom of Babylon, or a golden chain or any fancy clothing. In the spirit, 
he could already see his reward at the end of the age. What an amazing man he must 
have been! He knew the promise of resurrection despite his impending death. 
  
For those of us who continue to diligently follow the example and lifestyle of Daniel, 
we have to know this: there is no escape from living a life of excellence in this life, 
regardless of our circumstances. Our ultimate reward is not what we can receive, 
accomplish or have in this life, but the reward of Eternal Life. Let us read 
Colossians 3:23-25: 
  
And whatever you do, do it heartily, as to the Lord and not to men, 24 knowing that 
from the Lord you will receive the reward of the inheritance; for you serve the Lord 
Christ. 25 But he who does wrong will be repaid for what he has done, and there is no 
partiality. 
  
A life lived in excellence always comes with a promised reward! This verse invites us to 
serve the Lord with excellence in our lifetime.  A half-hearted life not lived with 
excellence, will also be rewarded. Whatever we do, we will receive a due reward. We 
have a choice, free will, of what we do with our time every day – every deed, every 
opportunity. We have the choice to obtain the promised reward. Be wise therefore, 
carry an excellent spirit. 
  
This Scripture is clear, our reward is not temporal, but eternal. It does not come from 
people, but directly from the Lord. What an inheritance! There is nothing or no one in 
this life that can reward us in the same way God is going to reward us on the last day. 
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Titus 3:14 - Our people must also learn to engage in good deeds to meet pressing 
needs, so that they will not be unfruitful. 
  
This Scripture invites us to 'intentionally' do good deeds so our lives will not be found 
unfruitful. Our faith is shown through the good deeds we do. When we follow the 
example of Daniel, we must intercede and ask the Holy Spirit to give us an excellent 
spirit in all we do. Such excellence will bring us not only an inheritance, but also grant 
us favour with kings, rulers and people of influence. You will be like queen Esther who 
had favour with everyone who saw her. Not only because of her beauty, but because 
she had a different spirit within her. 

 
Let us pray today… 

 
• For managing directors of small companies to be filled with an excellent 

spirit to run their companies with integrity and uprightness. 
• For them to have respect for employees and treat them fairly. 
• For managing directors to be excellent in how they address difficult 

situations and debt. 
• Pray that managing directors in all circumstances and their daily conduct 

with all people will show forth the excellence of the Lord, doing everything 
wholeheartedly as unto Him. 

 
Ask the Holy Spirit to enable you and other Christians to do everything wholeheartedly 
with an excellent spirit (Colossians 3:23-25). 
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Day 12: Spirit of knowledge (1) 

 
The knowledge Daniel had was of both a natural and spiritual nature. On the one hand, 
Daniel was trained and equipped in the court of the king in the matters of Babylon – 
its rule and reign, all the do's and don'ts. Not only did he obtain this knowledge through 
compulsory study, but he was the 'go-to' person if anyone was unsure about a certain 
law, rule or regulation. He was found by the king himself to be ten times better than all 
the others in the matters of the king's court! 
  
People can have the same knowledge, but the way they apply such knowledge will 
result in different outcomes. Most people have the privilege to go to school. But what 
becomes of those who finish school? It all differs according to the choices they make. 
Not only did Daniel excel in his daily tasks, but he applied the knowledge he had to 
make a difference in Babylon. It was this quality that distinguished him from the others. 
Others in the king's court had access to the same knowledge, but they used it to 
manipulate situations to obtain personal favour, fame, power and position for 
themselves. They even tried to undermine Daniel by using a 'law signed by the king' to 
cause Daniel's death. Daniel was never guilty of any such conduct. He always applied 
the knowledge he had in the natural for the glory of God. To have knowledge is one 
thing, but to apply it for the glory of God is what makes all the difference! 
  
If we want to have access to the secrets of spiritual breakthroughs like Daniel, we have 
to walk in uprightness at all times, regardless of what society expects from us. We can 
pray for God's wisdom to apply that natural knowledge in the workplace, at school, in 
government, wherever He has placed us. We can make it our pursuit to bring God glory 
in every possible way. It may be that He encourages us to further ourselves in a certain 
area of expertise to become more excellent in the knowledge we have already gained. 
  
Take some time today and ask the Holy Spirit to show you areas of your life, as well as 
within your sphere of your influence, where you can use the natural knowledge He has 
given you for His glory. 
  
Perhaps you feel you do not have a lot of knowledge from which to bring glory to God. 
Do not despair! God is willing and able to fill us with knowledge and skill to do 
impossible things. Look at the story of the building of the tabernacle in Exodus – the 
Israelites were brick builders, what did they know about working with gold, material 
etc.? Here is a wonderful promise you can pray over your own life. 
  
Exodus 36:1 - "Now Bezalel and Oholiab, and every skillful person in whom the LORD 
has put skill and understanding to know how to perform all the work in the construction 
of the sanctuary, shall perform in accordance with all that the LORD has commanded." 
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Ask the Lord to fill you with skill and understanding to know how to perform all the 
work He has given you to do. 
 
Inasmuch as an excellent spirit, knowledge, understanding, interpreting dreams, solving 
riddles, and explaining enigmas were found in this Daniel… (Daniel 5:12). 

 
Let us pray today… 

 
• For the chancellors of universities and tertiary institutions, to be filled with 

the Spirit of knowledge and not the knowledge of the kingdom of darkness 
of this world, but godly wisdom that will direct students' lives for a future 
that will lead them to fulfilling the calling for their lives. 

 
Pray for yourself and other Christians to apply the knowledge attained by studying the 
Bible, to also discern and apply the knowledge of God so that He always gets the glory. 
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Day 13: Spirit of knowledge (2) 

 
We have looked at how Daniel excelled in the knowledge of natural matters in the 
court of the king. Not only was Daniel excellent in applying the knowledge he obtained 
over time to further the kingdom of Babylon, but he also excelled in spiritual knowledge 
from the Lord about spiritual matters; how to conduct himself and how to bring glory 
to his God amidst all the other gods that were worshipped by those around him. In our 
terms of today, Daniel's boss was not a Christian! He was the ruler of the world at that 
time and could care less about God in heaven. But because of the presence of Daniel 
in his court, this worldly king could not but notice the supremacy of the Daniel's God. 
Not only did Daniel's knowledge of spiritual things outwit the sorcerers of the day, but 
over the period of seventy years of Israel's exile in Babylon, Daniel literally served at 
least five kings! Every king under whom Daniel served, at one point or another, 
encountered Daniel's God. What is meant by the 'spiritual knowledge' Daniel had? 
  
1. Knowledge of God 
Proverbs 9:10 - "The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom, and the knowledge 
of the Holy One is understanding. 
Daniel spent a lot of time studying the Scriptures, acquainting himself with who God 
was. This made him confident when he faced challenges. Be sure to be a student of the 
Word, this is the source of all wisdom and knowledge. 
  
2. Knowledge cultivates wisdom 
Proverbs 10:14 - Wise people store up knowledge, but the mouth of the foolish is near 
destruction. 
Daniel always spoke with respect in the presence of the king and those who scorned 
him. It is wisdom not to respond to persecution, guile and resentment. Knowledge of 
the supremacy of God cultivates this wisdom in us. This very response is what caused 
Daniel to be respected by all the kings of Babylon over time. 
  
3. Knowledge brings deliverance 
Proverbs 11:9 - The hypocrite with his mouth destroys his neighbor, but through 
knowledge the righteous will be delivered. 
 
The fact that Daniel knew his God, knew how to pray and how to persevere in prayer 
- even throughout the night - caused heaven to bring answers to his requests. This 
knowledge of God came from his prayer life and personal relationship with God.  It led 
to the saving of many lives in Babylon, for the king was busy executing the wise men 
in Babylon. Only spiritual knowledge from the Living God could save the people from 
death. When we learn to walk like Daniel, we will be able to solve impossible and 
difficult situations in our spheres of influence, which will lead to helping many people 
– even kings! 
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4. Knowledge brings interpretation 
Proverbs 1:5 - A wise man will hear and increase learning, and a man of understanding 
will attain wise counsel, 6 to understand a proverb and an enigma, the words of the 
wise and their riddles. 
The knowledge of God in Daniel's heart enabled him to interpret many riddles in the 
kingdom of Babylon over decades. In the same way cultivating a steady, prolonged 
prayer life will over time enable us to instantly know the will of God in difficult 
situations. 
  
Please take time today and read through Proverbs 10. Write down in your journal every 
verse from this chapter that specifically speaks to your heart. Now pray through each 
of these verses. Pause in between to listen to the Holy Spirit speaking to you. Ask the 
Lord to put His spiritual knowledge in your heart, even through dreams and visions – 
and for wisdom to apply that knowledge for His glory and to help others who are in 
trouble. 
 
Inasmuch as an excellent spirit, knowledge, understanding, interpreting dreams, solving 
riddles, and explaining enigmas were found in this Daniel… (Daniel 5:12). 

 
Let us pray today… 

 
• For deans, professors, and lecturers at tertiary insitutions to be filled with 

the Spirit of knowledge.  
• For them to depend on the knowledge given by the Spirit of the Lord – that 

they will become excellent not only in their careers but also God's calling on 
their lives. Pray for them to be transformed by the Spirit of knowledge.  

 
Pray for yourself and other Christians for a renewed hunger to study and to get to 
know God through His Word (Proverbs 9:10). Pray for more Christians to experience 
the deliverance of God, in impossible and difficult situations, in their spheres of 
influence as they grow in the Spirit of knowledge (Proverbs 11:9). 
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Day 14: Interpretation of dreams (1) 

 
Daniel 5:12 - Inasmuch as an excellent spirit, knowledge, understanding, interpreting 
dreams, solving riddles, and explaining enigmas were found in this Daniel, whom the 
king named Belteshazzar, now let Daniel be called, and he will give the interpretation." 
… 16 And I have heard of you, that you can give interpretations and explain enigmas. 
  
Both Joseph and Daniel were powerfully used by God in the kingdoms of their time, 
through the gift of interpreting dreams. Both had a testimony of extraordinary insight 
regarding the interpretation of dreams. More than once these dreams and their 
interpretations had a huge impact on the kingdom of Babylon in the time of Daniel. 
  
God speaks to us in many different ways at different times. One way in which He 
speaks is through dreams. The dreams of the kings of Babylon recorded in the book of 
Daniel, are the ones through which God spoke to them. Imagine that! God speaking to 
a Babylonian king through a dream. How do we know this? Every time that no one in 
the king's court was able to interpret the dream, it was God speaking to the king. At 
such times, only a man in whom the Spirit of God dwelled could interpret the dream. 
The gods of the day were unable to give interpretation to a dream that came from God. 
  
Daniel's first challenge was not only to interpret the king's dream, but to also know the 
dream. The king could not remember his own dream, only that it was important – so 
important that he started killing his own wise men. (Daniel 2:13-16). The level of 
interpretation of dreams in which Daniel walked, was much more advanced than what 
we are used to in everyday Christian circles today.  
 
Daniel was so connected to God, so enveloped by His presence through long hours of 
prayer, so endeared to God, that God knew He could use Daniel as a vessel to show 
Himself as the only living God in Babylon. Daniel, even as a young man, was a vessel 
through whom God knew He could do a special work. 
  
This is the call to you and me – to avail ourselves to a life of prayer, and devotion and 
study of the Word, so God can use us in the same way. God does great things through 
those who completely  entrust themselves to Him. Through such surrendered vessels 
God can do miracles, signs and wonders in the world today. 
  
Sometimes we sincerely want to be used of God, but we do nothing in preparation. 
God can use us to the extent that we prove ourselves faithful. How can God use us for 
something great if we do not even apply the knowledge and experience we have right 
now in more simple matters, like solving problems, conflicts, difficulties? 
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One sure way that touched the hearts of kings who did not know God, was when a 
man in whom the Spirit of God was could interpret their dreams. These leaders were 
completely open to the interpretation of their dreams. 
  
In our day – if we live surrendered in our prayer lives like Daniel, God can use us in the 
same way. Especially in the lives of those who do not know God yet. But then we need 
to know how to get those interpretations from the Lord Himself. We cannot, and 
should not, give them interpretations from a dream book or mind-knowledge. Never 
do that. This is not what Daniel did. 
  
To follow the example of Daniel, we have to go on our knees and pray – we cannot 
give interpretations from our understanding. That will be wrong. It is more costly to 
wait on God for His interpretation than to Google or find an interpretation from a 
dream book. But it pleases God when we wait on Him. Such interpretations will be 
pure. They will bring about significant breakthroughs and draw people into a personal 
relationship with God. 
  
Remember, we are not called to impress people with our knowledge. We are called at 
all times, to make use of every opportunity to draw people into a closer relationship 
with God. When the motives of our hearts are pure, the anointing of the Holy Spirit 
will increase on our lives. The more we prove to be faithful in small matters, the more 
of heaven's secrets and revelations will be entrusted to us. If we want to follow the 
example of Daniel, let us position ourselves in the place of prayer and in the Word of 
God. This will fully equip us to hear God's voice at a time it is needed! 
  
Take time today to wait on the Lord. Ask Him what your prayer life before Him should 
look like – your time in worship, in the Word and in prayer. Write down what the Holy 
Spirit lays on your heart. Dedicate your personal life to the Lord, and ask Him to help 
you build a strong, committed and established prayer life that He can use to minister 
to those around you. 
 
Inasmuch as an excellent spirit, knowledge, understanding, interpreting dreams, 
solving riddles, and explaining enigmas were found in this Daniel… (Daniel 5:12). 

 
Let us pray today… 

 
• For parents to be filled with the gift of interpretation of dreams to teach 

their children to hear God's voice even in their dreams. To teach them how 
to pray about their dreams, and to understand how God speaks.  

• Also, pray for parents to know how to pray for deliverance for their children 
when they have nightmares or anxiety attacks.  
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Acknowledge that interpretation belongs to the Lord. Avail yourself to a life of prayer 
and devotion to study God's Word, so God can use you in the lives of others. Signs and 
wonders (as in the life of Daniel) will follow those who earnestly seek God and who are 
ready to do His will. 
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Day 15: Interpretation of dreams (2) 

 
Daniel 5:12 - Inasmuch as an excellent spirit, knowledge, understanding, interpreting 
dreams, solving riddles, and explaining enigmas were found in this Daniel, whom the 
king named Belteshazzar, now let Daniel be called, and he will give the interpretation." 
16 And I have heard of you, that you can give interpretations and explain enigmas. 
  
We have looked at the importance of positioning ourselves before the Lord in prayer 
and the Word, in order to be used of Him. To further ourselves for even better use of 
God, it is also wise to study the lives of Biblical characters who are known for their 
gifting in the interpretation of dreams. All of us have some degree of ability to hear 
God's voice, as well as understanding of our dreams. Daniel became extremely skilful 
in this regard, not because he pursued the interpretation of dreams itself, but because 
he pursued God in a personal relationship and prayer. 
  
Not everyone has dreams from God. If you don't receive them – remember, there is 
nothing wrong with you. However, you can still ask the Lord! If you are a person who 
receives dreams from God, then give thanks to God for it, and do not take it for granted. 
  
There are different types of dreams.  
Job 33:15 explains a few: 
 
Job 33:14 - For God may speak in one way, or in another, yet man does not perceive 
it. 15 In a dream, in a vision of the night, when deep sleep falls upon men, 
while slumbering on their beds, 16 then He opens the ears of men, and seals their 
instruction. 17 In order to turn man from his deed, and conceal pride from man, 18 he 
keeps back his soul from the Pit, and his life from perishing by the sword. 
  
From this passage we learn some of the purposes for dreams from God. He wants us 
to hear something from Him, to receive instruction, to turn us away from doing 
something wrong, to show us our pride, to save us from hell, and to protect us from 
calamity.  Some dreams come when we are deep in sleep – they are usually longer 
dreams, giving us more information. When we wake up from such a dream, it is 
important to write it down immediately, even if it is in the middle of the night. You will 
be surprised how much you may forget by morning! Other dreams we have, may seem 
like a vision. These are dreams that come just before you fall into a deep sleep or just 
before you wake up. Job calls it 'while slumbering on their beds'. 
  
All of us will have two types of dreams. Firstly, those that result from our daily activities. 
These are thoughts and a re-play of the events of the day, surfacing from our 
subconscious. Secondly, there are those dreams that really come from the Lord. We 
can ask the Holy Spirit to help us discern when a dream is from Him. One way in which 
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to help us distinguish between dreams from God and dreams resulting from our daily 
activities, fears or worries, is to dedicate our mind, soul and spirit to the Lord before 
we go to sleep. 
  
Ask the Lord to speak to you in your dreams, and that He will be the only one with 
permission to do so. Then you will also be safe from having dreams imposed upon you 
from the kingdom of darkness and from your own soul. If you learn to dedicate 
your life to the Lord like this on a daily basis, you will be surprised how fast you will 
grow spiritually! 
  
Like Daniel, we can also grow in the interpretation of dreams. At the beginning of the 
book of Daniel, he had to pray before receiving an answer or interpretation. But when 
he was older and he walked into the banqueting hall of the king, he was able to read 
the handwriting of God on the wall without having to pray first. By then he had grown 
in his discernment and gift of interpretation. 
  
The ability to interpret dreams can direct our future. Joseph had a dream of being 
reconciled to his brothers in his youth that carried him until he saw them for the first 
time again many years later. (They eventually came to bow before him in Egypt.) The 
ability to correctly interpret dreams can avert a crisis. Daniel's interpretation of the 
king's dream stopped the king from killing all the wise men. 
  
Remember, when you pray about something very passionately during the daytime, be 
attentive to your dreams – God may be speaking to you in your dreams too. Reading 
through the book of Daniel shows us some of the ways in which God speaks: 
• Night vision – Daniel 2:19, 7:2, 8:2, 8:15, 
• Angelic visitation – Daniel 8:16, 9:21 
• Visions of the morning and evening: Daniel 8:26 
 
Read through these passages one by one. Re-write them in your journal. Pray through 
each one. From now on, decide to write down the dreams you dream. Also make a 
point to faithfully wait on God regarding every dream He gives you – do not run to the 
internet or dream books! Resort to God first. If we do not learn to do this right, we will 
run into trouble with our natural knowledge. We can end up misinterpreting dreams, 
misleading ourselves and the people we pray for. We have to train ourselves in waiting 
on God and hearing His voice, for every dream is unique to the person dreaming. 
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Let us pray today… 

 
• For children to be filled with the gift of interpretation of dreams. 
• Like Joseph and Daniel, to understand how to pray and ask for the 

interpretation of their dreams. 
• For children to learn how to take authority over bad dreams or panic attacks 

at night, or when they see evil things. Pray for parents to teach their children 
not to fear, but to submit to God and to take authority over evil in the name 
of Jesus.  

 
Pray for each person who receives dreams from God to seek Him for interpretation 
and wholly give themselves to be used by Him, to act in obedience to what He has 
revealed through His Spirit. 
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Day 16: Facing hard messages (1) 

 
Daniel 5:22 - "But you his son, Belshazzar, have not humbled your heart, although you 
knew all this. … 25 "And this is the inscription that was written: MENE, MENE, TEKEL, 
UPHARSIN. 26 This is the interpretation of each word. MENE: God has numbered your 
kingdom, and finished it; 27 TEKEL: You have been weighed in the balances, and found 
wanting; 28 PERES: Your kingdom has been divided, and given to the Medes and 
Persians." 
  
Before Daniel gave the king the interpretation of the message on the wall, he first 
delivered a strong rebuke. Daniel knew by experience that such a rebuke could have 
him killed if the king was offended. Daniel, however, did not come to receive rewards 
or position, but to obey God. To follow the example of Daniel, we must learn to hear 
God's voice clearly. We need to become skillful in conveying difficult messages with 
clarity and without fear or man. If the king had repented after Daniel's rebuke and 
interpretation of the wording on the wall, things may have turned out differently for 
him than it did. But he did not repent, so the word became true that very same night. 
  
God wrote a sentence on the wall of the kings banqueting hall, rebuking the king of 
Babylon's conduct as king. How both awesome and shocking that must have been to 
see that handwriting right in front of your eyes? It was literally the hand of God writing 
there. It is possible that it was the same finger that wrote the 10 commandments on 
the two tablets of stone for Moses – what a sight it must have been to behold. And 
that in the midst of Babylon! 
  
What does the 'writing on the wall' look like for us today? 
  
God still continues to write 'hard messages' on the walls of our hearts today. And His 
purpose is always to make known to us His ways – to correct us, to guide us, to lead 
us in His ways. (John 16:8-11).  Like the king of Babylon, when those corrections come, 
we have a choice of how we are going to respond. Taking 'no decision' is a response 
too. 
 
1. REBUKE – The rebuke that the king of Babylon got, was that he was about to be 
judged, sifted and killed. When we receive a rebuke like this, we can respond in 
different ways. Let us look at two. Number one, we can accuse the person delivering 
the rebuke as being without love, or having a personal agenda. Such a response will 
cause us to escape the rebuke in our own minds and seemingly acquit us from taking 
any responsibility. Secondly, we can respond by saying: Thank you, I will bring your 
rebuke before the Lord and obey what He shows me. It is always wise to humble 
yourself and resort to the second option. When you receive a rebuke, take it to the 
Lord in prayer. Let the Holy Spirit convict you whether to admit to wrongdoing or to 
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dismiss the message. Scripture is clear, if your heart does not condemn you, you have 
confidence toward God. (John 16:8-11, 1 John 3:21). 
  
2. DISMISSAL – Sometimes a correction can come to us in the form of being released 
or retrenched from a position, whatever the reason in the natural. Such incidences in 
our lives are invitations from God to humble ourselves before Him and discover His 
Word to us in that moment. 
  
King Nebuchadnezzar was warned through a dream Daniel interpreted for him, to turn 
from his pride. (Daniel 4:19-27). But one year later, he fell into pride again and was 
then judged by God. (Daniel 4:28:33). For seven years he lived like an animal. He was 
stripped and removed from his position as king. Only after seven years when he had 
been restored to a right mind, was he also restored as king – and then he made decrees 
about his faith in the God of Daniel. 
  
There is the story of a young man who lost his job because of his theft. This was actually 
an opportunity for him to make right his wrongs. For two years all went well in a new 
job, but then he stole again. He lost several jobs because of theft. Over time he became 
more evil in what he did, eventually also towards his own family. When he violated his 
family, there was no more escape. He was arrested and taken to court. God works so 
gently but, firmly, with those He loves. He always wants to bring us back to Him. 
Therefore, bring every disappointment in your life to Him in prayer – do not discount 
or dismiss such things, but ask the Holy Spirit to speak to you on each matter. 
  
3. TURN AROUND / DIRECTIONAL – There will come events, either in a dream or 
circumstances, that will serve as warning signs to help us avert ending up in destruction, 
or making the wrong decisions. A friend I knew was engaged to be married in 6 weeks, 
when she first noticed the warning signs in her fiancée that were there all along. 
However, the wedding was already paid for. As she inquired of the Lord, He showed 
her not to go ahead with the wedding. Her friends and family shared similar concerns. 
She was devastated. At great financial cost and the scorn of the fiancée and his family, 
she cancelled the wedding at the word of the Lord. After everything was cancelled, the 
truth started coming out and she realised God had saved her from a marriage that 
would have turned into a living hell.  Today she is happily married to a wonderful man 
God sent her way. Although it was tough to heed the prompting of the Holy Spirit at 
the time, her obedience helped her escape great heartache. 
  
Take these three points to the Lord in prayer today. Ask the Holy Spirit to speak to 
you. Are there warning signs He is trying to get across to that you have been ignoring 
because you just do not want to hear it? Humble yourself before the Lord and ask Him 
to help you make the right decisions. Be willing to make difficult choices now, rather 
than having to face the consequences later. 
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Let us pray today… 
 

• For editors of newspapers and magazines to receive understanding to 
convey hard messages; not only to interpret and convey messages the way 
the world does it but to show a different spirit in their reporting of events.  

• Pray for them to also focus on reports of good and uplifting issues; to steer 
away from conspiracies and sensationalism simply to sell the news. 

 
Pray for yourself and other Christians to convey hard messages in obedience to God, 
with clarity provided by the Holy Spirit and without the fear of man (Daniel 5:22-28). 
Ask the Holy Spirit to speak to you concerning warnings He has given you. Humble 
yourself before the Lord and ask Him to help you make the right decisions (John 16:8-
11). 
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Day 17: Facing hard messages (2) 

 
Daniel 5:22 "But you his son, Belshazzar, have not humbled your heart, although you 
knew all this. … 25 "And this is the inscription that was written: MENE, MENE, TEKEL, 
UPHARSIN. 26 This is the interpretation of each word. MENE: God has numbered your 
kingdom, and finished it; 27 TEKEL: You have been weighed in the balances, and found 
wanting; 28 PERES: Your kingdom has been divided, and given to the Medes and 
Persians." 
  
We have looked at three hard messages from God's heart that He may write on the 
wall of our hearts to correct, guide or change the course of our lives to our own benefit. 
The fourth one is JUDGEMENT. 
  
4. JUDGEMENT – God gives everyone a fair chance to correct their ways by sending 
them several messages, warnings etc. over a period of time. But then the day of 
judgment arrives. Then the time to make right the wrongs is over. Think 
about Muammar Gaddafi, the deposed leader of Libya, who was captured and killed 
on 20 October 2011.  Think about Sadam Hussein who was convicted by an Iraqi court 
of crimes against humanity, and sentenced to death by hanging. For these two men, 
the day of judgment came. Time to mend their ways was over.  It is possible that such 
a time may arrive in the lives of people we know. 
  
However, we should never rejoice in the fall of the person themselves. We learn this 
from the example of Samuel. Think about the life of Saul – the first king of Israel. 
Although Samuel prophecied the end of Saul's reign to him, it brought no delight to 
Samuel. He was sad that he had to give such a prophecy. Like Samuel, every true 
messenger of God with word of a final judgment, will always intercede and cry out to 
God for such a person who is refusing to turn around. Such a messenger knows and 
tangibly feels the desire of God that all men can be saved. (1 Timothy 2:4) It is not right 
to rejoice in the judgment of a person. We can, however, rejoice in the judgment of 
wickedness that is coming to an end. At the end of the day - it is still a soul that is 
perishing – and that is extremely sad, so terrible. God, through Christ, paid for all to 
have the opportunity to choose Christ's Cross as their own and have eternal life. 
(John 3:16). 
 
Take time to discern the condition and attitude of your own heart. Do you remember 
times when you brought a hard word to someone? How do you bring across a hard 
message to someone? Do you rejoice in the message of their possible destruction? Ask 
the Holy Spirit to show you the attitude of your heart and how to address that. The 
message you will have to bring may remain the same, but the attitude with which you 
convey such a message is what matters. This is the lesson we learn from the heart of 
Daniel. He spoke the word of judgment without fear for his own life. After the fall of 
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Babylon, Daniel remained in the court of the Medes and Persian kings, serving with 
honour and dignity that glorified God. Ask the Lord how He wants you to conduct 
yourself in this matter. We are called to respond rightly. 
  
Secondly, maybe you had received a final warning concerning a matter of urgency as 
well – maybe theft, pornography, or something else. Then your day of judgment or 
having to face the consequences of what you had done came. What was your response 
to the warnings of the Holy Spirit?  Did you heed them? Take note of any possible 
warning signs God is sending you right now – humble your heart and correct your 
wrongs while you still have time. 

 
Let us pray today… 

 
• For directors of television and radio broadcasting networks to receive 

understanding to convey hard messages; not to broadcast news in a worldly 
fashion but to carry an excellent spirit. For reporting to instil hope instead of 
fear.  

• Pray for Christian radio stations to boldly share the gospel without 
compromise. 

 
Ask the Holy Spirit to help you and other Christians to convey the hard message of 
God's judgment, to do it in humility, and with reverence and fear for the Most High 
God (Daniel 5:22-30).   
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Day 18: Facing hard messages (3) 

 
Jonah 1:17 - Now the LORD had prepared a great fish to swallow Jonah. And Jonah 
was in the belly of the fish three days and three nights. 2:1 Then Jonah prayed to the 
LORD his God from the fish's belly. 2:10 So the LORD spoke to the fish, and it vomited 
Jonah onto dry land. 
  
Jonah is another example of someone who had to deliver a hard word to Nineveh. He 
could not bring himself so far as to deliver the word, and then fled. His resistance to 
delivering a 'hard word' had him ending up in the belly of a fish! This brings us to the 
next points for today; HARD INSTRUCTIONS and HARD REALITY/ TRUTH. 
  
5. HARD INSTRUCTIONS – Jonah must be the most resistant prophet of the Old 
Testament. Yet, he can also be marked the most successful in terms of evangelism. 
When he eventually obeyed the hard instructions, the whole city of Nineveh turned to 
God – including the king who humbled himself and prayed to God. Even then Jonah 
was still upset with God and complained. Sometimes, like Jonah, God sends us with a 
message on a mission, to a place or perhaps even to a person that may not like us all 
that much. Like Jonah, we don't feel that we want to go. 
  
Daniel on the other hand, over time, cultivated the skill of giving a hard word. He would 
only deliver the Word of the Lord, adding nothing and leaving nothing out. Explicit 
obedience. Think about your own life. Are you faithful to be used of God to bring a 
hard word to someone, or to a place? Space lacks here to explain the protocols of giving 
a prophetic word, but when we are reluctant or disobedient to deliver a Word of the 
Lord to someone, God may choose to send someone more obedient in our place (e.g. 
Esther had this warning from Mordecai). He can also decide to allow events that will 
bring you to a place where you just have to deliver the word. It is always better to obey 
and not try to defend yourself. Just do what God has told you to do. Your life will bear 
much fruit when you do, and your obedience will save lives from destruction. Even 
when your word is rejected, it is still better to obey the Lord than to fear losing the 
favour of a person.  
 
6. HARD REALITY / TRUTH – It may also happen that the Holy Spirit speaks to you 
about a hidden sin or practice. He can flood your heart with truth that suddenly 
removes the scales from your eyes. This truth can be exposing a secret sin, 
pornography, unrighteous money-making, escaping tax. It is always best to face these 
realities. Accept the correction while there is still time to do so. Do not resist or defend 
yourself, or try to soften the reality of your sin. Rather choose to respond with 
repentence. Nebuchadnezzar came to a fall due to his pride and lost his mind for seven 
years, because he rejected a hard warning from God. 
  



 

P a g e   | 44 
J E R I C H O  W A L L S  I N T E R N A T I O N A L  P R A Y E R  N E T W O R K  

w w w . j w i p n . c o m  

Consider the above-mentioned points and ask the Holy Spirit to weigh your heart 
before Him. Ask Him so show you the condition of your heart from His perspective? 
How willing are you to accept God's rebuke or correction? How willing are you to admit 
your wrongs and make them right? Ask the Holy Spirit to give you a willing heart. Take 
Psalm 51 and read through it slowly. Write down the things the Lord shows you as you 
slowly pray through each one of these verses. Admit any sin, without making excuses. 
Pour out your heart before the Lord. 

 
Let us pray today… 

 
• For film directors to receive understanding to convey hard messages from 

the heart of God that will cause people to think about sensitive subjects 
relevant in society - crime, murder, abortion, sexual assault, and moral issues.  

• Pray for them to lean into God's power to give viewers a perspective that 
will bring the conviction of the Holy Spirit unto righteous living. 

 
Pray for yourself and others who find it difficult to deliver a hard message in obedience 
to the Spirit of God (Jonah 1) or acknowledge a sin when the Holy Spirit points it out. 
Pray for hearts that will be softened to listen, obey and accept the correction of the 
Lord.  
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Day 19: The keys of the kingdom (1) 

 
Revelation 3:7 - And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write, 'These things says 
He who is holy, He who is true, "He who has the key of David, He who opens and no 
one shuts, and shuts and no one opens": 8  … See, I have set before you an open door, 
and no one can shut it…'. 
  
At the time this letter was written, the churches of the day suffered great persecution. 
The church of Philadelphia is the only one given this specific promise in Revelation 3:10 
- Because you have kept My command to persevere, I also will keep you from the hour 
of trial which shall come upon the whole world, to test those who dwell on the earth. It 
does not say we will escape testing, difficulty or persecution. It does however promise 
that God will 'keep those who remain faithful'. There was given them an open door 
which no one would be able to shut in the midst of difficulty – they were invited to 
step through this 'door'. 
  
Our actions – whether we are aware of it or not – continuously result in the opening 
and closing of doors in the spirit. When we are fearful, we 'agree with fear' and so allow 
fear to enter our hearts. As we do, fear literally becomes our partner! Every time we 
allow fear into our hearts like this, the impact fear has on the human soul will increase. 
On the other hand, when we agree to believe, faith will become our partner and grow 
in us until we become a true man or woman of faith. 
  
The principle of 'agreeing' can be seen in the passage where Jesus taught His disciples 
on prayer. 
  
Matthew 18:19 - "Again I say to you that if two of you agree on earth concerning 
anything that they ask, it will be done for them by My Father in heaven. 
  
There is so much power when Christians agree on a matter in prayer that will glorify 
and honour God's name. When God's honour is evident from our prayers, it moves His 
heart to answer us. This opens the door that cannot be shut – FAITH! 
  
This principle of agreement or 'unity' is so strong that it caused God to step down in 
Babylon and confuse the languages of the people. Genesis 11:6 - And the LORD said, 
"Indeed the people are one and they all have one language, and this is what they begin 
to do; now nothing that they propose to do will be withheld from them. 
  
They wanted to make a name for themselves – God would not allow that because His 
name is the name above all other names. 
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We do not read much about Daniel's thought life, but we know that he walked in 
confidence. His relationship with God allowed him to walk through the open doors of 
faith, trust and love. No one in the king of Babylon's court ever managed to 'close the 
door op hope' that was inside Daniel – not through persecution, difficulty or scorn. 
How much more are we able to walk in the hope of our calling today? (Ephesians 1:18). 
  
Think about your life – are there instances where you have agreed with 'fear, anxiety, 
unbelief' etc.? It is easiest to discern these weak spots by the type of emotions you find 
flaring up inside you. 
  
Take time today to write down every emotion that you experience and know is a 
stumbling block, also in your relationship with the Lord. Write down every instance 
where anger, jealousy, fear, anxiety, depression, despondency etc. has opened a door 
of destruction to your soul. Be honest before the Lord as you mention each of these 
emotions that often spiral out of control before Him. Pray through each one. Confess 
your sin, also the damage that the opening of a particular door to your soul has caused 
others. Ask for God's forgiveness. Pray for His healing. Ask Him to fill you with love, 
peace, joy – all the fruit of the Holy Spirit. Write Galatians 5:22-26 out and put it up 
somewhere where you can see it throughout the day. 
  
Make a decision to daily walk in faith. Grow in God's rest, in trusting Him and loving 
Him. This door will never be closed to you, and no one can ever shut it! 

 
Let us pray today… 

 
• For public figures to receive understanding to use the keys of the kingdom. 
• For them to receive salvation in Christ; providing them with the ability to live 

exemplary lives according to the Word of God (1 Corinthians 11:1; 2 
Corinthians 3:2). 

 
For ourselves and others regarding agreements – emotionally (e.g., being fearful is to 
'agree with fear') and spiritually (to believe and have faith). Pray for Christians to agree 
in prayer concerning matters that will glorify God (Matthew 18:19).  
 
Confess any emotions that are stumbling blocks in your relationship with God. Ask His 
forgiveness and healing where it has harmed your relationships with others. Ask Him 
to fill you with the fruit of the Holy Spirit (Galatians 5:22-26). 
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Day 20: The keys of the kingdom (2) 

 
Matthew 16:19 - I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; and whatever you 
bind (declare to be improper and unlawful) on earth must be what is already bound in 
heaven; and whatever you loose (declare lawful) on earth must be what is already 
loosed in heaven. 
  
The journey of studying the character and prayer life of Daniel has left a remarkable 
imprint on our hearts. Secrets or keys to spiritual breakthrough are portrayed in 
different ways, especially in giving us 'steps to follow'. From the life of Daniel, however, 
more than steps, we learn about a character and lifestyle that pleased God so much 
that He lovingly answered Daniel, sent him heavenly visitors, and three times called 
Daniel 'beloved'! 
  
Daniel 6:10 - Now when Daniel knew that the writing was signed, he went home. And 
in his upper room, with his windows open toward Jerusalem, he knelt down on his 
knees three times that day, and prayed and gave thanks before his God, as was his 
custom since early days. 
  
Daniel held keys not only to spiritual breakthrough, but to the heart of God. He had 
gone through numerous persecutions and death threats over the years. What was the 
key to God's kingdom that stood out in Daniel's life? His custom to pray. According to 
this verse, his custom in prayer can be summarised by the following: 
 

1. He had an upper room or special place where he prayed. 
2. He faced Jerusalem – had his eyes fixed on the God of his fathers. 
3. He knelt down – he always humbled himself before the Lord when 

praying – not seated on his chair or lying on his bed. 
4. Three times that day – he did not just keep quiet time, Daniel conversed 

with God as his Friend throughout the day. 
5. Prayed and gave thanks – He was accustomed to present regular prayers, 

requests, as well as thanksgiving before the Lord. 
 
A life so saturated with prayer knew what heaven wanted. And that is what He prayed. 
His prayers were so saturated with the Holy Spirit, humility and love for God, that all 
the words flowing from his mouth and spirit most certainly bound on earth everything 
contradictory to heaven. And his prayers certainly impacted earth to see loosed all that 
was God's will and purpose in heaven. Daniel lived with a heavenly perspective of the 
things on earth, surrendered to the leading of the Holy Spirit. 
  
Consider your own prayer life. Do you dedicate time in prayer like Daniel? Do you fix 
your eyes on God throughout the time you spend with Him? Do you humble yourself 
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before the Lord? Do you present your prayers and petitions with great reverence 
before God, always giving thanks as well? Ask the Holy Spirit to show you where to 
make changes to the way and attitude with which you serve the Lord in your private 
times of prayer. 

 
Let us pray today… 

 
• For headmasters at schools to receive understanding to use the keys of the 

kingdom to unlock the God-given destiny and calling of children by their 
example.  

• Pray for them to realise the positive impact they can have on a school, its 
teachers and its pupils. 

 
Pray and meditate on Matthew 16:19 and Galatians 5:22-23. Ask the Holy Spirit to 
guide you in applying the keys of the kingdom. The works of darkness are bound when 
the works of light are present. According to the fruit of the Spirit, pray for those who 
feel rejected and unseen to experience the love of God; for the downcast to experience 
joy, etc.  
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Day 21: The keys of the kingdom (3) 

 
Isaiah 22:22 - And the key of the house of David I will lay upon his shoulder; he shall 
open and no one shall shut, he shall shut and no one shall open. 
  
The keys of the kingdom of God gives us authority for spiritual breakthrough. We 
sometimes measure spiritual breakthroughs when we see a specific turning of events 
or circumstances. Although the turning of events are paramount in our spiritual walk, 
and highly encouraging to any intercessor, the greatest spiritual breakthrough we can 
ever obtain is cultivating a deeper prayer life with God. 
  
How do I cultivate a deeper prayer life with God? Over the past 21 days we have 
studied the prayer life of Daniel – the aspects discussed remain a huge key to walking 
in spiritual breakthrough, even for us today. The bottomline is this – we have to remove 
everything from our lives, from our schedules and 'to do' lists that hinders God's love 
from flowing through us. The principal goal or desire should be for us to be a channel 
for God's love and compassion to those around us. Once we are consumed with the 
love of God, we will love like He loves, do what He does and think like Him. 
  
When we are consumed with the love of God, we will pray according to His will and 
He will grant us answers to our prayers. On this last day, let us revisit the keys to 
spiritual breakthrough we have studied. Let us ask the the Lord to also lay upon our 
shoulders the key of the house of David as mentioned in Isaiah 22:22. Ask Him to equip 
us for establishing His kingdom on the earth as it is in heaven. This is our task in all we 
do, pray and prophecy, that we will have one desire, one quest – to further His 
kingdom, to bring Him glory, to see souls saved and nations walk in their destiny in our 
generation. 
  
Do not slip back to a normal Christian life. Persevere with an excellent spirit in pursuing 
the love of God in all you think, do and say. May the Holy Spirit continuously lead you 
deeper in your personal life of prayer and adoration of God the Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit. 
 
Father of glory, we pray that the Holy Spirit will dwell in us, that the Light of God will 
shine from us. Give us understanding and the wisdom of God in everything we do and 
pray. We pray to be faithful when You appoint us over others, and to serve them with 
an excellent spirit and in the knowledge of God.  Give us interpretation of dreams, 
riddles and difficult situations. Help us to bring correction where it is needed, and to 
use the keys of Your kingdom to unlock Your will and purpose for every tribe, tongue 
and nation on the earth. Strengthen us with might in the inner man to remain faithful 
and true to Your Word all the days of our lives.  In Jesus name, Amen. 
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SECRETS TO SPIRITUAL BREAKTHROUGH: 
1. THE SPIRIT OF THE HOLY GOD / HOLY SPIRIT 
2. LIGHT 
3. UNDERSTANDING 
4. WISDOM OF GOD 
5. POSITIONED FOR RULERSHIP 
6. EXCELLENT SPIRIT 
7. KNOWLEDGE 
8. INTERPRETATION OF DREAMS 
9. FACING HARD MESSAGES 
10. THE KEYS OF THE KINGDOM 

 
Let us pray today… 

 
• For teachers, head boys and girls as well as prefects to receive 

understanding to use the keys of the kingdom to positively impact pupils.  
• That they will live pure and holy lives, and expose things that are not right, 

encouraging teachers and pupils to do the same.  
• Pray for them to also grow in their relationship with the Lord. 
 
Revisit each secret to spiritual breakthrough that you meditated and prayed about the 
last 21 days. According to Isaiah 22:22, ask the Lord to lay upon the Body of Christ the 
key of the house of David to equip us for establishing His kingdom on the earth as it is 
in heaven. Pray that we will have one desire, one quest – to further God's kingdom, to 
bring Him glory, to see souls saved and nations walk in their destiny in our generation. 
 
 



 

 

 

Secrets to Spiritual 

Breakthrough 

F ro m  t h e l if e  o f  d an i el  

D a n i e l  5 : 1 1 - 1 2  

D a n i e l  2 : 2 2  

 

The focus of this Prayer Guide comes from 
studying some of the characteristics of Daniel 

in the court of Babylon over a period of 70 
years in exile.  Few prophets in the Bible 

carried such anointing and favour with God 
as Daniel – three times he is called 'Beloved'. 

 
This 21-day Prayer Guide invites believers to 

learn from Daniel's prayer life and also to 
review the condition of their spiritual lives. In 
as much as every believer allows these truths 
and corrections to change their hearts, there 

is the potential to bear much more fruit to the 
glory of God. 
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