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Day 4: Light (1) 

 
Daniel 5:11 - There is a man in your kingdom in whom is the Spirit of the Holy God. And in the days 

of your father, light and understanding and wisdom, like the wisdom of the gods, were found in 
him… 
  

The king of Babylon’s mother mentions that the Spirit of the Holy God is within Daniel. But, more 

than that, she observed that LIGHT was shining from within Daniel. She surely observed this from a 
spiritual perspective. The king's court was familiar with the powers and principalities of idolatry, 
witchcraft and soothsaying. The magicians challenged one another spiritually by who was able to 
destroy, kill or undermine the other. The court also knew Daniel served his God from his nation. 
But there was a different spirit in him. The king’s mother knew by experience that there was 
something different about Daniel – a light was shining from him – he did not have a 'dark heart'. 
  
We cannot fight the world with the world. We cannot present a greasy grace message. We cannot 
scrape everything under the carpet of 'love'. God is both a God of love and of judgment. This was 
the light that shone from Daniel. Righteousness and justice. He was loving and kind, respecting 
everyone around him. He never retaliated or defended himself when humiliated, when petitions 
were written for his intended destruction. He boldly did what needed to be done in every situation 
in every circumstance. What does it mean for us to carry a different spirit like Daniel? 
  
Later in the book of Daniel, we read how he studied the words of the prophets over Israel and how 
he learned that the exile would be for 70 years. At the end of 70 years, Daniel began his petitions 
for his nation. 
  
The principle is this – Daniel was a student of the WORD OF GOD for 70 years in exile. By then, 
when Daniel prayed heaven moved. The question arising is this – do you and I have the knowledge 
of the Word of God that Daniel had? We have access to so much more than he had and look at us! 
We have many more translations of the Bible today in many languages. Many commentaries and 
resources - but how much of the Word of God is in you and me? How hungry are we to even pick 
up our Bibles and read? 



P a g e   | 2 
J E R I C H O  W A L L S  I N T E R N A T I O N A L  P R A Y E R  N E T W O R K  

w w w . j w i p n . c o m  

For us to have favour with heaven, to be called greatly beloved, the Word of God must become a 
priority, something we LOVE! By saying this, I want to state that by no means do you have to start 
memorising Scripture. That would be the wrong understanding of 'time in the Word'. Although 
memorising Scripture is wonderful and necessary, 'time in the Word' means to read Scripture and 
then wait on the Holy Spirit to show you what is on His heart concerning a certain matter from that 
passage. Then to pray ONLY THAT. This is the beginning of having favour with heaven – when we 
pray what the Holy Spirit prays IN US. Our prayer lives need to change. We need to read God's 
Word, allow His Word to correct us in our thinking, and then we pray accordingly. 
  
Many Believers have become weary by praying prayers they thought would move the heart of 
God. It can make us tired, leave us disillusioned and questioning whether we are acceptable to 
God. Learn from this mistake and teach others how to read God's Word, to wait on Him for 
direction and then pray. At other times it will happen that we will present a matter of concern 
before Him, then wait on Him to give us a Scripture reference and then pray the Word back to 
Him. 
  
Isaiah 55:11 says: So shall My word be that goes forth from My mouth; It shall not return to Me 
void, but it shall accomplish what I please, and it shall prosper in the thing for which I sent it. 
  
Let us join the psalmist in prayer from these Scriptures: 
  
Psalm 43:3 - Oh, send out Your light and Your truth! Let them lead me; Let them bring me to Your 
holy hill And to Your tabernacle.  – Somehow the light of God in our spirit leads to speaking the 
truth…. 
Psalm 112:4 - Unto the upright there arises light in the darkness; He is gracious, and full of 
compassion, and righteous. 
Psalm 119:130 - The entrance of Your words gives light; it gives understanding to the simple. 
Psalm 119:105 - Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.  
  
If we want to follow the example of Daniel's success, we have to prioritise time in God's Word. All 
of us have 24 hours at our disposal. Give what you can, but start somewhere. 
  
Ask God's forgiveness for any negligence in reading, studying and meditating on His Word. Then go 
and take out your Bible again. Kneel down if you can. Dedicate your heart to the Lord afresh, ask 
Him to shine His light on the Word as you read from this day on. Contemplate this verse today, 
gently repeating it in your heart as often as you remember: 
  
Ephesians 1:18 - …that the eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that you may know what 
is the hope of His calling… 

 
LET US PRAY 

• For youth leaders in the body of Christ to be filled with the light of God.  

• For the light in their lives to draw many young people to Christ, who is the Light of the 
world (John 8:12).  
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• For the light in the lives of young people to impact the lives of those in authority; to 
acknowledge that it is the light of God that is present in their lives (Mathew 5:14-16). 

• For youth leaders to study God's Word, wait on the Holy Spirit for interpretation and 
revelation and to apply it to their lives in obedience (Isa 55:11). 

 
Declaring God's Word over Zimbabwe: The LORD is with you as a mighty, awesome One. 
Therefore your persecutors will stumble, and will not prevail (Jeremiah 20:11). 
 


