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Day 3: Spirit of the Holy God (2) 

 
We looked at the fact that Daniel walked in the fullness of the Holy Spirit in the midst of Babylon. 

How was that possible since this was long before the Holy Spirit was poured out at Pentecost? The 
presence of the Holy Spirit in his life impacted all of Babylon and distinguished him above those 
around him. Not only did he impact the natural realm by his walk with God, but Daniel had special 
favour with heaven too! 
  
Daniel 9:23 - At the beginning of your supplications the command went out, and I have come to tell 
you, for you are greatly beloved; therefore consider the matter, and understand the vision: 
Daniel 10:11 - And he said to me, "O Daniel, man greatly beloved, understand the words that I 
speak to you, and stand upright, for I have now been sent to you." While he was speaking this word 
to me, I stood trembling. 
 
Daniel 10:19 - And he said, "O man greatly beloved, fear not! Peace be to you; be strong, yes, be 
strong!" So when he spoke to me I was strengthened, and said, "Let my lord speak, for you have 
strengthened me." 
  
Of no other person in the Bible is it mentioned that heaven acknowledged that person as 'greatly 
beloved'! On all three mentioned occasions Daniel had special spiritual encounters. Each 
encounter was a direct result of his deep, devoted and personal prayer life. He did not just ramble 
prayers, but he had questions, desires and wanted to know God more. His questions were not for 
himself, it was for his people, Israel. These desires in Daniel's heart, caused God to send Daniel 
heavenly visitors to speak to him, to explain matters to him and to unravel secrets about the 
future to him. Not only did Daniel receive an understanding of matters regarding the ruling 
kingdom of the day, but also of the end-times. He was indeed greatly beloved! 
  
For us to walk with God, we need to know how Daniel prayed to obtain such favour with heaven. 
What did he pray? 
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 Following are some guidelines to instill in our own lives: 
  

1. He lived with purpose 

Daniel 1:8  - But Daniel purposed in his heart that he would not defile himself with the portion of 
the king's delicacies, nor with the wine which he drank; therefore he requested of the chief of the 
eunuchs that he might not defile himself. 
  
Upon his arrival in Babylon, Daniel was still a young boy. From childhood he decided to keep the 
ordinances of the faith he had learned from his parents in Babylon. For Daniel and his friends to 
have ended up in training for the king's court, they may have come from distinguished families – 
well trained, educated and set in the ways of the God of Israel. Their lives were purposed by God 
for the season of captivity. They were called to live in victory and not as victims of exile. 
  
For you and me to follow Daniel's example, we too must purpose in our hearts how we are going 
to serve God. How serious are we going to be? What are we going to allow ourselves in this world 
and what are we not going to allow ourselves. What are we going to indulge in and what are we no 
longer going to indulge in. There will be certain movies we will choose not to watch. Certain books 
we will just not read. Certain novelties that will serve us better to avoid. For others, it may be all 
right and permissible. But if we purpose in our hearts to walk with God, we will have to make 
choices different from the crowd. 
  

2. He sought God's mercies 

Daniel 2:18 - …that they might seek mercies from the God of heaven concerning this secret, so that 
Daniel and his companions might not perish with the rest of the wise men of Babylon. 19 Then 
the secret was revealed to Daniel in a night vision. So Daniel blessed the God of heaven. 
  
To follow Daniel's example, we need to learn what it means to petition the mercies of God. We are 
generally more used to asking for things we need or want. Very few Christians know or understand 
what it really means to seek mercies from the God of heaven like Daniel and  his friends! Again, 
Daniel's prayer life distinguished him even from his friends. Although they all attended the initial 
prayer meeting when Daniel shared the news about the wisemen being killed, it was Daniel who 
stayed up and stayed awake. He carried an urgency in his spirit that kept crying out to God. 
  
The revelation of the dream and interpretation of Nebuchadnezzar’s dream was not just poured 
out upon them after the initial prayers they offered. It came deep in the night when Daniel was 
waiting on God. 
  
For us, it means we will have to deepen our prayer life. For most of us, it is impossible to keep long 
hours of prayer during the day because of responsibilities. Remember, Daniel and his friends were 
serving full time in the king's court! The only prayer time Daniel had was at night. Although the 
matter was urgent, he could not take a 3-week vacation to hear God's voice and become still and 
quiet. 
 
Daniel was already disciplined in his prayer life. He knew how to seek the mercies of God in SUCH 
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A WAY, that deep in the night he was ready when God gave him a vision of the dream of the king, 
as well as its interpretation. 
  
If we want to see breakthroughs in our circumstances, in our church and in our nation, we must 
follow this example. Pray and fast until God baptises you with the Holy Spirit and with fire, so you 
too may taste and see answers coming from heaven in the midst of troubles. Cultivate a disciplined 
prayer life. Do not always seek out others to hear from God on your behalf. 
  
In this season God is inviting us to come into a place of devotion - deep devotion - burning the 
midnight oil of prayer and seeking the face of the Living God for a lot more than our own needs. 
There are lives and souls on the line in the nation and globally. Will you not take time today and 
wait on the Lord to show you what your prayer life should look like from now on, what He is 
longing to hear from you. Ask Him to teach you how to seek the mercies of the Living God for the 
country, for your church, for the unreached and unsaved nations of the earth. Decide today to no 
longer just live a normal Christian life. A normal Christian life – normal in our eyes – will not bring 
the breakthroughs needed in crisis situations. 
  
 

LET US PRAY 

• For small group leaders to be filled with the Holy Spirit and minister before God with the 
same dedication as their leaders.  

• That the presence of the Lord in their lives will touch the lives of others where they are at 
work in the world system. 

• For hearts to be set apart to God and His kingdom (Daniel 1:8), to dedicate time of prayer 
and devotion to Him and to seek out His mercies until He reveals His secrets to us 
(Daniel 2:18-19). 

 
With renewed fervour concerning the time you spend in prayer, pray: Lord Jesus, You must 
increase, but I must decrease (John 3:30). 
 
Declaring God's Word over Botswana: God is your refuge and strength, a very present help in 
trouble (Psalm 46:1). 

 
 


