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Day 20: The keys of the kingdom (2) 

 
Matthew 16:19 - I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; and whatever you bind (declare 

to be improper and unlawful) on earth must be what is already bound in heaven; and whatever you 
loose (declare lawful) on earth must be what is already loosed in heaven. 
  

The journey of studying the character and prayer life of Daniel has left a remarkable imprint on 

our hearts. Secrets or keys to spiritual breakthrough are portrayed in different ways, especially in 
giving us 'steps to follow'. From the life of Daniel, however, more than steps, we learn about a 
character and lifestyle that pleased God so much that He lovingly answered Daniel, sent him 
heavenly visitors, and three times called Daniel 'beloved'! 
  
Daniel 6:10 - Now when Daniel knew that the writing was signed, he went home. And in his upper 
room, with his windows open toward Jerusalem, he knelt down on his knees three times that day, 
and prayed and gave thanks before his God, as was his custom since early days. 
  
Daniel held keys not only to spiritual breakthrough, but to the heart of God. He had gone through 
numerous persecutions and death threats over the years. What was the key to God's kingdom that 
stood out in Daniel’s life? His custom to pray. According to this verse, his custom in prayer can be 
summarised by the following: 
 
1. He had an upper room or special place where he prayed. 

2. He faced Jerusalem – had his eyes fixed on the God of his fathers. 

3. He knelt down – he always humbled himself before the Lord when praying – not seated on his 

chair or lying on his bed. 

4. Three times that day – he did not just keep quiet time, Daniel conversed with God as his Friend 

throughout the day. 

5. Prayed and gave thanks – He was accustomed to present regular prayers, requests, as well as 

thanksgiving before the Lord. 

  



P a g e   | 2 
J E R I C H O  W A L L S  I N T E R N A T I O N A L  P R A Y E R  N E T W O R K  

w w w . j w i p n . c o m  

A life so saturated with prayer knew what heaven wanted. And that is what He prayed. His prayers 
were so saturated with the Holy Spirit, humility and love for God, that all the words flowing from 
his mouth and spirit most certainly bound on earth everything contradictory to heaven. And his 
prayers certainly impacted earth to see loosed all that was God's will and purpose in heaven. 
Daniel lived with a heavenly perspective of the things on earth, surrendered to the leading of the 
Holy Spirit. 
  
Consider your own prayer life. Do you dedicate time in prayer like Daniel? Do you fix your eyes on 
God throughout the time you spend with Him? Do you humble yourself before the Lord? Do you 
present your prayers and petitions with great reverence before God, always giving thanks as well? 
Ask the Holy Spirit to show you where to make changes to the way and attitude with which you 
serve the Lord in your private times of prayer. 
 
 

LET US PRAY 

• For headmasters at schools to receive understanding to use the keys of the kingdom to 
unlock the God-given destiny and calling of children by their example.  

• Pray for them to realise the positive impact they can have on a school, its teachers and its 
pupils. 

Pray and meditate on Matthew 16:19 and Galatians 5:22-23. Ask the Holy Spirit to guide you in 
applying the keys of the kingdom. The works of darkness are bound when the works of light are 
present. According to the fruit of the Spirit, pray for those who feel rejected and unseen to 
experience the love of God; for the downcast to experience joy, etc. 
 
Declaring God's Word over India: Surely His salvation is near to those who fear Him, that glory 
may dwell in your land. (Psalm 85:9). 

 


