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Day 18: Facing hard messages (3) 

 
Jonah 1:17 - Now the LORD had prepared a great fish to swallow Jonah. And Jonah was in the belly 

of the fish three days and three nights. 2:1 Then Jonah prayed to the LORD his God from the fish's 
belly. 2:10 So the LORD spoke to the fish, and it vomited Jonah onto dry land. 
  

Jonah is another example of someone who had to deliver a hard word to Nineveh. He could not 

bring himself so far as to deliver the word, and then fled. His resistance to delivering a 'hard word' 
had him ending up in the belly of a fish! This brings us to the next points for today; HARD 
INSTRUCTIONS and HARD REALITY/ TRUTH. 
  
5. HARD INSTRUCTIONS – Jonah must be the most resistant prophet of the Old Testament. Yet, he 
can also be marked the most successful in terms of evangelism. When he eventually obeyed the 
hard instructions, the whole city of Nineveh turned to God – including the king who humbled 
himself and prayed to God. Even then Jonah was still upset with God and complained. Sometimes, 
like Jonah, God sends us with a message on a mission, to a place or perhaps even to a person that 
may not like us all that much. Like Jonah, we don’t feel that we want to go. 
  
Daniel on the other hand, over time, cultivated the skill of giving a hard word. He would only 
deliver the Word of the Lord, adding nothing and leaving nothing out. Explicit obedience. Think 
about your own life. Are you faithful to be used of God to bring a hard word to someone, or to a 
place? Space lacks here to explain the protocols of giving a prophetic word, but when we are 
reluctant or disobedient to deliver a Word of the Lord to someone, God may choose to send 
someone more obedient in our place (e.g. Esther had this warning from Mordecai). He can also 
decide to allow events that will bring you to a place where you just have to deliver the word. It is 
always better to obey and not try to defend yourself. Just do what God has told you to do. Your life 
will bear much fruit when you do, and your obedience will save lives from destruction. Even when 
your word is rejected, it is still better to obey the Lord than to fear losing the favour of a person.  
 
6. HARD REALITY / TRUTH – It may also happen that the Holy Spirit speaks to you about a hidden 
sin or practice. He can flood your heart with truth that suddenly removes the scales from your  
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eyes. This truth can be exposing a secret sin, pornography, unrighteous money-making, escaping 
tax. It is always best to face these realities. Accept the correction while there is still time to do so. 
Do not resist or defend yourself, or try to soften the reality of your sin. Rather choose to respond 
with repentence. Nebuchadnezzar came to a fall due to his pride and lost his mind for seven years, 
because he rejected a hard warning from God. 
  
Consider the above-mentioned points and ask the Holy Spirit to weigh your heart before Him. Ask 
Him so show you the condition of your heart from His perspective? How willing are you to accept 
God's rebuke or correction? How willing are you to admit your wrongs and make them right? Ask 
the Holy Spirit to give you a willing heart. Take Psalm 51 and read through it slowly. Write down 
the things the Lord shows you as you slowly pray through each one of these verses. Admit any sin, 
without making excuses. Pour out your heart before the Lord. 
 

 
LET US PRAY 

• For film directors to receive understanding to convey hard messages from the heart of 
God that will cause people to think about sensitive subjects relevant in society - crime, 
murder, abortion, sexual assault, and moral issues.  

• Pray for them to lean into God's power to give viewers a perspective that will bring the 
conviction of the Holy Spirit unto righteous living. 

Pray for yourself and others who find it difficult to deliver a hard message in obedience to the 
Spirit of God (Jonah 1) or acknowledge a sin when the Holy Spirit points it out. Pray for hearts that 
will be softened to listen, obey and accept the correction of the Lord.  
 
Declaring God's Word over Afghanistan: Seek the LORD while He may be found, call upon Him 
while He is near. (Isaiah 55:6). 
 


