
P a g e   | 1 
J E R I C H O  W A L L S  I N T E R N A T I O N A L  P R A Y E R  N E T W O R K  

w w w . j w i p n . c o m  

 
Day 16: Facing hard messages (1) 

 
Daniel 5:22 - "But you his son, Belshazzar, have not humbled your heart, although you knew all 

this. … 25 "And this is the inscription that was written: MENE, MENE, TEKEL, UPHARSIN. 26 This is 
the interpretation of each word. MENE: God has numbered your kingdom, and finished it; 27 
TEKEL: You have been weighed in the balances, and found wanting; 28 PERES: Your kingdom has 
been divided, and given to the Medes and Persians." 
  

Before Daniel gave the king the interpretation of the message on the wall, he first delivered a 

strong rebuke. Daniel knew by experience that such a rebuke could have him killed if the king was 
offended. Daniel, however, did not come to receive rewards or position, but to obey God. To 
follow the example of Daniel, we must learn to hear God's voice clearly. We need to become 
skillful in conveying difficult messages with clarity and without fear or man. If the king had 
repented after Daniel’s rebuke and interpretation of the wording on the wall, things may have 
turned out differently for him than it did. But he did not repent, so the word became true that very 
same night. 
  
God wrote a sentence on the wall of the kings banqueting hall, rebuking the king of Babylon's 
conduct as king. How both awesome and shocking that must have been to see that hand writing 
right in front of your eyes? It was literally the hand of God writing there. It is possible that it was 
the same finger that wrote the 10 commandments on the two tablets of stone for Moses – what a 
sight it must have been to behold. And that in the midst of Babylon! 
  
What does the ‘writing on the wall’ look like for us today? 
  
God still continues to write 'hard messages' on the walls of our hearts today. And His purpose is 
always to make known to us His ways – to correct us, to guide us, to lead us in His ways. (John 
16:8-11).  Like the king of Babylon, when those corrections come, we have a choice of how we are 
going to respond. Taking ‘no decision’ is a response too. 
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1. REBUKE – The rebuke that the king of Babylon got, was that he was about to be judged, sifted 
and killed. When we receive a rebuke like this, we can respond in different ways. Let us look at 
two. Number one, we can accuse the person delivering the rebuke as being without love, or having 
a personal agenda. Such a response will cause us to escape the rebuke in our own minds and 
seemingly acquit us from taking any responsibility. Secondly, we can respond by saying: Thank you, 
I will bring your rebuke before the Lord and obey what He shows me. It is always wise to humble 
yourself and resort to the second option. When you receive a rebuke, take it to the Lord in prayer. 
Let the Holy Spirit convict you whether to admit to wrongdoing or to dismiss the message. 
Scripture is clear, if your heart does not condemn you, you have confidence toward God. (John 
16:8-11, 1 John 3:21). 
  
2. DISMISSAL – Sometimes a correction can come to us in the form of being released or 
retrenched from a position, whatever the reason in the natural. Such incidences in our lives are 
invitations from God to humble ourselves before Him and discover His Word to us in that moment. 
  
King Nebuchadnezzar was warned through a dream Daniel interpreted for him, to turn from his 
pride. (Daniel 4:19-27). But one year later, he fell into pride again and was then judged by God. 
(Daniel 4:28:33). For seven years he lived like an animal. He was stripped and removed from his 
position as king. Only after seven years when he had been restored to a right mind, was he also 
restored as king – and then he made decrees about his faith in the God of Daniel. 
  
There is the story of a young man who lost his job because of his theft. This was actually an 
opportunity for him to make right his wrongs. For two years all went well in a new job, but then he 
stole again. He lost several jobs because of theft. Over time he became more evil in what he did, 
eventually also towards his own family. When he violated his family, there was no more escape. 
He was arrested and taken to court. God works so gently but, firmly, with those He loves. He 
always wants to bring us back to Him. Therefore, bring every disappointment in your life to Him in 
prayer – do not discount or dismiss such things, but ask the Holy Spirit to speak to you on each 
matter. 
  
3. TURN AROUND / DIRECTIONAL – There will come events, either in a dream or circumstances, 
that will serve as warning signs to help us avert ending up in destruction, or making the wrong 
decisions. A friend I knew was engaged to be married in 6 weeks, when she first noticed the 
warning signs in her fiancée that were there all along. However, the wedding was already paid for. 
As she inquired of the Lord, He showed her not to go ahead with the wedding. Her friends and 
family shared similar concerns. She was devastated. At great financial cost and the scorn of the 
fiancée and his family, she cancelled the wedding at the word of the Lord. After everything was 
cancelled, the truth started coming out and she realised God had saved her from a marriage that 
would have turned into a living hell.  Today she is happily married to a wonderful man God sent 
her way. Although it was tough to heed the prompting of the Holy Spirit at the time, her obedience 
helped her escape great heartache. 
  
Take these three points to the Lord in prayer today. Ask the Holy Spirit to speak to you. Are there 
warning signs He is trying to get across to that you have been ignoring because you just do not 
want to hear it? Humble yourself before the Lord and ask Him to help you make the right 
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decisions. Be willing to make difficult choices now, rather than having to face the consequences 
later. 

 
LET US PRAY 

• For editors of newspapers and magazines to receive understanding to convey hard 
messages; not only to interpret and convey messages the way the world does it but to 
show a different spirit in their reporting of events.  

• Pray for them to also focus on reports of good and uplifting issues; to steer away from 
conspiracies and sensationalism simply to sell the news. 

Pray for yourself and other Christians to convey hard messages in obedience to God, with clarity 
provided by the Holy Spirit and without the fear of man (Daniel 5:22-28). Ask the Holy Spirit to 
speak to you concerning warnings He has given you. Humble yourself before the Lord and ask Him 
to help you make the right decisions (John 16:8-11). 
 
Declaring God's Word over South Sudan: Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness' 
sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. (Matthew 5:10). 


