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Day 14: Interpretation of dreams (1) 

 
Daniel 5:12 - Inasmuch as an excellent spirit, knowledge, understanding, interpreting dreams, 

solving riddles, and explaining enigmas were found in this Daniel, whom the king named 
Belteshazzar, now let Daniel be called, and he will give the interpretation." … 16 And I have heard 
of you, that you can give interpretations and explain enigmas. 
  

Both Joseph and Daniel were powerfully used by God in the kingdoms of their time, through the 

gift of interpreting dreams. Both had a testimony of extraordinary insight regarding the 
interpretation of dreams. More than once these dreams and their interpretations had a huge 
impact on the kingdom of Babylon in the time of Daniel. 
  
God speaks to us in many different ways at different times. One way in which He speaks is through 
dreams. The dreams of the kings of Babylon recorded in the book of Daniel, are the ones through 
which God spoke to them. Imagine that! God speaking to a Babylonian king through a dream. How 
do we know this? Every time that no one in the king’s court was able to interpret the dream, it was 
God speaking to the king. At such times, only a man in whom the Spirit of God dwelled could 
interpret the dream. The gods of the day were unable to give interpretation to a dream that came 
from God. 
  
Daniel's first challenge was not only to interpret the king's dream, but to also know the dream. The 
king could not remember his own dream, only that it was important – so important that he started 
killing his own wise men. (Daniel 2:13-16). The level of interpretation of dreams in which Daniel 
walked, was much more advanced than what we are used to in everyday Christian circles today. 
Daniel was so connected to God, so enveloped by His presence through long hours of prayer, so 
endeared to God, that God knew He could use Daniel as a vessel to show Himself as the only living 
God in Babylon. Daniel, even as a young man, was a vessel through whom God knew He could do a 
special work. 
  
This is the call to you and me – to avail ourselves to a life of prayer, and devotion and study of the 
Word, so God can use us in the same way. God does great things through those who completely  
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entrust themselves to Him. Through such surrendered vessels God can do miracles, signs and 
wonders in the world today. 
  
Sometimes we sincerely want to be used of God, but we do nothing in preparation. God can use us 
to the extent that we prove ourselves faithful. How can God use us for something great if we do 
not even apply the knowledge and experience we have right now in more simple matters, like 
solving problems, conflicts, difficulties? 
  
One sure way that touched the hearts of kings who did not know God, was when a man in whom 
the Spirit of God was could interpret their dreams. These leaders were completely open to the 
interpretation of their dreams. 
  
In our day – if we live surrendered in our prayer lives like Daniel, God can use us in the same way. 
Especially in the lives of those who do not know God yet. But then we need to know how to get 
those interpretations from the Lord Himself. We cannot, and should not, give them interpretations 
from a dream book or mind-knowledge. Never do that. This is not what Daniel did. 
  
To follow the example of Daniel, we have to go on our knees and pray – we cannot give 
interpretations from our understanding. That will be wrong. It is more costly to wait on God for His 
interpretation than to Google or find an interpretation from a dream book. But it pleases God 
when we wait on Him. Such interpretations will be pure. They will bring about significant 
breakthroughs and draw people into a personal relationship with God. 
  
Remember, we are not called to impress people with our knowledge. We are called at all times, to 
make use of every opportunity to draw people into a closer relationship with God. When the 
motives of our hearts are pure, the anointing of the Holy Spirit will increase on our lives. The more 
we prove to be faithful in small matters, the more of heaven's secrets and revelations will be 
entrusted to us. If we want to follow the example of Daniel, let us position ourselves in the place of 
prayer and in the Word of God. This will fully equip us to hear God's voice at a time it is needed! 
  
Take time today to wait on the Lord. Ask Him what your prayer life before Him should look like – 
your time in worship, in the Word and in prayer. Write down what the Holy Spirit lays on your 
heart. Dedicate your personal life to the Lord, and ask Him to help you build a strong, committed 
and established prayer life that He can use to minister to those around you. 

 
 
Inasmuch as an excellent spirit, knowledge, understanding, interpreting dreams, solving riddles, 
and explaining enigmas were found in this Daniel… (Daniel 5:12). 
 

LET US PRAY 

• For parents to be filled with the gift of interpretation of dreams to teach their children to 
hear God's voice even in their dreams. To teach them how to pray about their dreams, 
and to understand how God speaks.  
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• Also, pray for parents to know how to pray for deliverance for their children when they 
have nightmares or anxiety attacks.  

 
Acknowledge that interpretation belongs to the Lord. Avail yourself to a life of prayer and devotion 
to study God's Word, so God can use you in the lives of others. Signs and wonders (as in the life of 
Daniel) will follow those who earnestly seek God and who are ready to do His will. 
 
Declaring God's Word over Zambia: Jesus says to you, I am the bread of life. He who comes to Me 
shall never hunger, and he who believes in Me shall never thirst (John 6:35). 
 


