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Day 13: Spirit of knowledge (2) 

 
We have looked at how Daniel excelled in the knowledge of natural matters in the court of the 

king. Not only was Daniel excellent in applying the knowledge he obtained over time to further the 
kingdom of Babylon, but he also excelled in spiritual knowledge from the Lord about spiritual 
matters; how to conduct himself and how to bring glory to his God amidst all the other gods that 
were worshipped by those around him. In our terms of today, Daniel's boss was not a Christian! He 
was the ruler of the world at that time and could care less about God in heaven. But because of 
the presence of Daniel in his court, this worldly king could not but notice the supremacy of the 
Daniel’s God. Not only did Daniel's knowledge of spiritual things outwit the sorcerers of the day, 
but over the period of seventy years of Israel’s exile in Babylon, Daniel literally served at least five 
kings! Every king under whom Daniel served, at one point or another, encountered Daniel’s God. 
What is meant by the 'spiritual knowledge' Daniel had? 
  

1. Knowledge of God 
Proverbs 9:10 - "The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom, and the knowledge of the Holy 
One is understanding. 
Daniel spent a lot of time studying the Scriptures, acquainting himself with who God was. This 
made him confident when he faced challenges. Be sure to be a student of the Word, this is the 
source of all wisdom and knowledge. 
  

2. Knowledge cultivates wisdom 
Proverbs 10:14 - Wise people store up knowledge, but the mouth of the foolish is near destruction. 
Daniel always spoke with respect in the presence of the king and those who scorned him. It is 
wisdom not to respond to persecution, guile and resentment. Knowledge of the supremacy of God 
cultivates this wisdom in us. This very response is what caused Daniel to be respected by all the 
kings of Babylon over time. 
  

3. Knowledge brings deliverance 
Proverbs 11:9 - The hypocrite with his mouth destroys his neighbor, but through knowledge the 
righteous will be delivered. 
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The fact that Daniel knew his God, knew how to pray and how to persevere in prayer - even 
throughout the night - caused heaven to bring answers to his requests. This knowledge of God 
came from his prayer life and personal relationship with God.  It led to the saving of many lives in 
Babylon, for the king was busy executing the wise men in Babylon. Only spiritual knowledge from 
the Living God could save the people from death. When we learn to walk like Daniel, we will be 
able to solve impossible and difficult situations in our spheres of influence, which will lead to 
helping many people – even kings! 
  

4. Knowledge brings interpretation 
Proverbs 1:5 - A wise man will hear and increase learning, and a man of understanding will attain 
wise counsel, 6 to understand a proverb and an enigma, the words of the wise and their riddles. 
The knowledge of God in Daniel’s heart enabled him to interpret many riddles in the kingdom of 
Babylon over decades. In the same way cultivating a steady, prolonged prayer life will over time 
enable us to instantly know the will of God in difficult situations. 
  
Please take time today and read through Proverbs 10. Write down in your journal every verse from 
this chapter that specifically speaks to your heart. Now pray through each of these verses. Pause in 
between to listen to the Holy Spirit speaking to you. Ask the Lord to put His spiritual knowledge in 
your heart, even through dreams and visions – and for wisdom to apply that knowledge for His 
glory and to help others who are in trouble. 

 
 
Inasmuch as an excellent spirit, knowledge, understanding, interpreting dreams, solving riddles, 
and explaining enigmas were found in this Daniel… (Daniel 5:12). 
 
LET US PRAY 

• For deans, professors, and lecturers at tertiary insitutions to be filled with the Spirit of 
knowledge.  

• For them to depend on the knowledge given by the Spirit of the Lord – that they will 
become excellent not only in their careers but also God's calling on their lives. Pray for 
them to be transformed by the Spirit of knowledge.  

Pray for yourself and other Christians for a renewed hunger to study and to get to know God 
through His Word (Proverbs 9:10). Pray for more Christians to experience the deliverance of God, 
in impossible and difficult situations, in their spheres of influence as they grow in the Spirit of 
knowledge (Proverbs 11:9). 
 
Declaring God's Word over South Africa: Do not glory in your own wisdom, might or riches, but 
glory in this: that you understand and know Me, the LORD, who exercises lovingkindness, 
judgment, and righteousness in the earth. I am the Lord (Jeremiah 9:23-24).  
 


