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Day 11: An excellent spirit (2) 

 
One of the fascinating characteristics of Daniel’s life is his wholeheartedness. He served the 

Babylonian king with great excellence, devotion and respect. He never retaliated when he was 
persecuted, scorned, or looked down upon by other members of the king's court. He never 
retreated from his customary open worship of God. We do not read of Daniel ever complaining of 
anything at any time. Even when he was still very young, he even respectfully requested to have a 
simpler diet than the rest of the young men in the king's court. At the end of the book of Daniel, a 
great reward is promised to him: 
  
Daniel 12:13 - "But as for you, go your way to the end; then you will enter into rest and rise again 
for your allotted portion at the end of the age." 
  
Daniel knew a secret – that his reward and desire was not to have the position of third ruler in the 
kingdom of Babylon, or a golden chain or any fancy clothing. In the spirit, he could already see his 
reward at the end of the age. What an amazing man he must have been! He knew the promise of 
resurrection despite his impending death. 
  
For those of us who continue to diligently follow the example and lifestyle of Daniel, we have to 
know this: there is no escape from living a life of excellence in this life, regardless of our 
circumstances. Our ultimate reward is not what we can receive, accomplish or have in this life, but 
the reward of Eternal Life. Let us read Colossians 3:23-25: 
  
And whatever you do, do it heartily, as to the Lord and not to men, 24 knowing that from the Lord 
you will receive the reward of the inheritance; for you serve the Lord Christ. 25 But he who does 
wrong will be repaid for what he has done, and there is no partiality. 
  
A life lived in excellence always comes with a promised reward! This verse invites us to serve the 
Lord with excellence in our lifetime.  A half-hearted life not lived with excellence, will also be 
rewarded. Whatever we do, we will receive a due reward. We have a choice, free will, of what we 
do with our time every day – every deed, every opportunity. We have the choice to obtain the 
promised reward. Be wise therefore, carry an excellent spirit. 
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This Scripture is clear, our reward is not temporal, but eternal. It does not come from people, but 
directly from the Lord. What an inheritance! There is nothing or no one in this life that can reward 
us in the same way God is going to reward us on the last day. 
  
Titus 3:14 - Our people must also learn to engage in good deeds to meet pressing needs, so that 
they will not be unfruitful. 
  
This Scripture invites us to 'intentionally' do good deeds so our lives will not be found unfruitful. 
Our faith is shown through the good deeds we do. When we follow the example of Daniel, we 
must intercede and ask the Holy Spirit to give us an excellent spirit in all we do. Such excellence 
will bring us not only an inheritance, but also grant us favour with kings, rulers and people of 
influence. You will be like queen Esther who had favour with everyone who saw her. Not only 
because of her beauty, but because she had a different spirit within her. 

 
LET US PRAY 

• For managing directors of small companies to be filled with an excellent spirit to run their 
companies with integrity and uprightness. 

• For them to have respect for employees and treat them fairly. 

• For managing directors to be excellent in how they address difficult situations and debt. 

• Pray that managing directors in all circumstances and their daily conduct with all people 
will show forth the excellence of the Lord, doing everything wholeheartedly as unto Him. 

Ask the Holy Spirit to enable you and other Christians to do everything wholeheartedly with an 
excellent spirit (Colossians 3:23-25). 
 
Declaring God's Word over Egypt: You are chosen and appointed by the Lord to go and bear fruit 
and experience the joy of answered prayers you ask of Him (John 15:16). 
 


