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Day 10: An excellent spirit (1) 

 
Daniel 6:3 - Then this Daniel distinguished himself above the governors and satraps, because an 

excellent spirit was in him; and the king gave thought to setting him over the whole realm. 
  

What is the spirit of excellence? It is doing things well, decent and in order. Excellence is doing 

something and asking the question "Would God be pleased with this work?" Excellence is not the 
same as perfectionism. The NASB version of this passage, says Daniel "possessed an extraordinary 
spirit". To walk in a spirit of excellence is to go above and beyond what is required of you. 
Walking in a spirit of excellence does not come naturally. However, as believers we can excel in all 
we do through the power of God. Being excellent at what we do will point back to the One who 
gave us the ability to do our work. It will bring glory to God and show the love of Christ to those 
around us. 
  
Think about your life, your work, the way you take care of yourself, your home, your family, 
relationships, your involvement in the church and in the community. When people look at your 
life, does your life stand out to them as one of excellence? If you are generally complaining a lot 
about everything and everyone, if you are not faithful in all you do and try to do as little as you can 
without being caught out, then you have to realise that you are not carrying a spirit of excellence. 
When we are negligent in one area of our lives, we will be in other areas as well. That does not 
mean we need to be perfect – no one on the face of the earth is perfect, but we can strive for 
excellence in a way that pleases God. 
  
Look at this very special Scripture in the New Testament, inviting us to such a lifestyle of 
excellence: But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for His own 
possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him who called you out of darkness into His 
marvellous light. (1 Peter 2:9). 
 

How can we be excellent in our generation?  
 
Firstly by living wholeheartedly and abundantly, seeking in everything to glorify God. But also, to 
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proclaim God's excellencies! His goodness, His mercies, His righteousness, His faithfulness – there 
are so many characteristics of God that we can lift up and praise Him with daily. The more we 
praise God for His excellencies, the more His excellence will grow and become visible in and 
through our own lives. 
  
Remember, we cannot just claim to be a chosen race a royal priesthood a holy nation – we must 
LIVE IT! Are you living it? As you live it, you endear yourself with heaven, you become a greatly 
beloved one in heaven just like Daniel. 
  
Will you not take some time today to sit down in prayer with the Lord. Allow the Holy Spirit to 
speak to you about areas of your life where you can live in more excellence with Him. Write it 
down – start to pray into these areas of your life and pursue excellence with the Lord daily. Where 
you have neglected certain matters, make a conscious decision to correct that from today 
onwards. 
 
Inasmuch as an excellent spirit, knowledge, understanding, interpreting dreams, solving riddles, 
and explaining enigmas were found in this Daniel… (Daniel 5:12). 
 

LET US PRAY 

• For Chief Executive Officers (CEO's) of large companies to be filled with an excellent spirit 
to run their companies with integrity and uprightness. 

• For them to have respect for employees and treat them fairly. 

• For CEO's of large companies be excellent in how they address difficult situations and 
debt. 

• Pray that in all circumstances and their daily conduct they will show forth the excellence 
of the Lord. 

 
Ask the Holy Spirit to speak to you and other Christians, on how to walk by His Spirit so that your 
life can reflect the excellencies of God. 
 
Declaring God's Word over Nigeria: People of the nation, with one voice, cry out, make straight 
the way of the Lord! (John 1:23). 


