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South African municipal elections 
  1 November 2021 

 
In South Africa, elections are held for the National Assembly, provincial legislatures and 
municipal councils. The National Assembly is the directly elected house of the Parliament of 
South Africa, located in Cape Town, Western Cape Province. It consists of four hundred members 
who are elected every five years. 
 
Elections follow a five-year cycle, with national and provincial elections held simultaneously, and 
municipal elections for local government held two years later.  
 
The 2021 South African municipal elections will be held on 1 November, to elect councils for all 
district, metropolitan and local municipalities in each of the country's nine provinces. South 
Africa has 504 political parties currently registered with the Independent Electoral Commission 
(IEC), with 357 of these contesting the upcoming 2021 local government elections. 

 

Why do we pray for the elections? 
 
In prayer, we invite the Lord into the process of electing those leaders who will allow us to lead 
peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and holiness. 
 
1. Therefore I exhort first of all that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks be 

made for all men, for kings and all who are in authority, that we may lead a quiet and 
peaceable life in all godliness and reverence. For this is good and acceptable in the sight of 
God our Savior, who desires all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth. (1 



P a g e   | 2 
J E R I C H O  W A L L S  I N T E R N A T I O N A L  P R A Y E R  N E T W O R K  

w w w . j w i p n . c o m  

Timothy 2:1-2). The Bible commands us to pray for those who are in leadership, which would 
include those who are contesting to become leaders. 

2. For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Savior, who desires all men to be saved 
and to come to the knowledge of the truth. (1 Timothy 2:3-4). Godly leaders can help slow 
the erosion of religious liberties in our country, providing an increased window of 
opportunity for the Church to pray and evangelise. 

3. The selection of leaders who understand and lead according to God's righteous standards 
can bring great blessing to a nation. Righteousness exalts a nation, but sin is a reproach to 
any people. (Proverbs 14:34). 

4. The Word says in Proverbs 11:14, "where there is no counsel, the people fall; but in the 
multitude of counsellors, there is safety." The determination of who leads our nation will also 
determine how this nation is governed. 

 

Guidelines on what to pray  
 

• …but I give myself to prayer. (Psalm 109:4). Pray for cities and towns to call for half-nights of 
prayer or other prayer vigils to pray for the upcoming elections and for our country to turn 
back to Him. Ask that churches and Christian ministries will implement definite and regular 
times of prayer for the elections and the local government officials once they have been 
elected. 

• Righteousness and justice… (Psalm 97:2). Pray for all government officials involved in illegal 
practices, such as money laundering, bribery, and fraud, to be exposed publicly, be found 
guilty, and to serve a prison term. Ask for their salvation and rehabilitation to play an 
effective role in society. Pray that the issuing of identity books be managed correctly and 
lawfully.  

• …will not cease to pray… (Colossians 1:9). Pray that Christians will cry out to God with 
renewed perseverance, continuously proclaiming His Name and declaring His mighty works 
and rule over our nation.  

• ...bless and do not curse… (Romans 12:14). Pray for Christians to remain positive and be a 
blessing to others, even those who don't treat them with respect and those who curse them. 
Ask for Christian leaders to speak out honestly and boldly about their biblical principles, 
without having the agenda of merely winning more votes. Ask for citizens to have 
discernment to know when they are being manipulated politically or asked to give money to 
a cause, initiative or agenda that is ungodly. 

• …you do not see Him, yet justice is before Him… (Job 35:14). Pray for the election preparation 
process: pray that officials, whose responsibility it is to set up the polling stations, would do 
so with integrity. 

• …the Lord sits as King forever. (Psalm 29:10). Pray for polling day: that there will be no 
spoiled ballot papers, and that all ballot boxes would be transported safely to their 
destinations so votes may be counted.  

• …wait quietly for the salvation of the Lord. (Lamentations 3:26). Pray for thousands of South 
Africans to be saved as a result of the continuous prayer for the elections, and for our 
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country. Pray for many to testify openly in the media, telling of God's protection and His 
intervention in seemingly impossible situations, to encourage others to turn their lives to 
Him. 

• …if My people….will humble themselves and pray… (2 Chronicles 7:14). Pray that Christians' 
hearts will be soft and willing to repent of the sin of pride: exalting themselves above others, 
criticizing others, or any form of racism. Ask for the Holy Spirit to lead Christians to be true 
testimonies of the love of Christ in this time. Pray for Christian politicians not to use God's 
name to win votes, but instead to honour His name. 

• …when the righteous are in authority, the people rejoice… (Proverbs 29:2). Pray for the police 
to have godly authority to execute righteousness and justice in our country. Consider visiting 
a local police station and praying for police officers on site. Ask for special favour for 
policemen and women, as they have to ensure order and safety during elections. Pray for 
their salvation. 

• … observe these things without prejudice, doing nothing with partiality. (1 Timothy 5:21). Ask 
the Lord to stir Christians to pray for the upcoming elections and the country without 
prejudice, compromise, or fear of man. Pray that their lives would reflect this. Ask that they 
remain faithful in prayer and fasting for spiritual breakthroughs, believing God for revival and 
for turning the hearts of those in leadership in South Africa toward Him. Turn us back to You, 
O LORD, and we will be restored. (Lamentations 5:21a). 

• …I fell on my knees… (Ezra 9:5). Pray that every church in our country would intercede for the 
elections, and for righteousness and the justice of God to be established as the foundation of 
His throne in the hearts and minds of people. Ask for thousands to consider fasting and 
praying for righteousness, truth and justice to be established in our nation.  

• Ask the Lord to stir the hearts of school children to gather during break times or before and 
after school, to pray for the upcoming elections and for our country. Also, pray for students 
at tertiary institutions and other young people to come together for regular times of prayer.  

• …ruling in the fear of God… (2 Samuel 23:3). Pray for a renewed awareness of the fear of the 
Lord to come upon all South Africans, so none will put their hope in rulers and/or politicians 
(princes and kings), but all would turn away from every wicked way, towards God. 
(Jeremiah 17:5). 

• …everyone who is godly shall pray to You… (Psalm 32:6). Pray for polling day: that there will 
be peace in the hearts of people coming to vote, and that no acts of violence, manipulation 
or intimidation will take place or be successful. Ask that people will not be discouraged or 
hindered to vote, and that ballot boxes will not be tampered with. Pray for the police to 
control any kind of resistance and rebellion in a professional yet orderly manner and to 
enforce the laws of the nation. Pray for those hindering others from voting to be arrested or 
stopped. 

• … let him seek peace and pursue it. (1 Peter 3:11). Pray for polling day, that there will be 
enough ballot papers at all polling stations. Ask for peace between the voters and the 
members of the Independent Electoral Committee (IEC).  

• …the witness of God is greater … (1 John 5:9). Pray for polling day: that no riots or fighting 
will take place, and that no lives will be lost or property damaged. Cry out for God's mercy 
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and grace. Pray for Christians to have godly wisdom and to humbly make use of every 
opportunity to witness for Jesus Christ. 

• … we conducted ourselves in the world in simplicity and godly sincerity… (2 Corinthians 1:12). 
Pray for the counting of the votes to take place without any manipulation or tampering. Pray 
for police and security officials to be able to handle any situations that may occur.  

• … praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit … (Ephesians 6:18). Once the 
election results have been made known, pray that people would not despair, take 
irresponsible action, or make any irrational decisions. Ask God to continue to pour out His 
Spirit of prayer and supplication upon the Church to continue to pray for the country, even 
after the election results have been announced. 

• …the peace of God…will guard your hearts and minds…. (Philippians 4:7). Pray that, as results 
are made known, there will be no manipulation, fraud or tampering with the results and that 
they will be a true reflection of the election process. Ask that people restrain themselves and 
not resort to violence, or destruction of property. 

• …the LORD will raise up for Himself a king… (1 Kings 14:14). Pray for the appointment of the 
new city council members: That God will grant us grace for godly men and women to take up 
these positions of authority.  

• ...the LORD has sought for Himself a man after His own heart … (1 Samuel 13:14). Pray for the 
inauguration of all new city council members to take place without delay and for God to 
supernaturally reveal Himself to them so they will fear Him and admit that they are only 
people. (Psalm 9:20). 

• Give thanks to the Lord for answering so many prayers over the past months concerning the 
elections and our country. Give Him thanks and praise for every soul saved, every heart 
touched, and every blessing we have received. Give thanks to the Lord for not judging us 
according to our sins, transgressions and iniquities; but that He upholds us when we fall. 

 
Prayer rarely stops after the "amen." What about broadening the prayer effort beyond your own 
prayers? Why not start a prayer group in your home before the elections? Invite friends to join 
you for a focused prayer meeting to ask for God's will to be done in the upcoming Municipal 
elections on 1 November and beyond – as it is in heaven, so let it be in South Africa's cities and 
towns.  
 
As we pray, we are joining the Creator of the universe to change situations. The only way that 
positive change is not possible, is when Christians refuse to pray! 


