
LESSON SEVEN 
How much more the Holy Spirit 

Or, THE ALL-COMPREHENSIVE GIFT. 
 

If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your 
heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask Him! Luke 11:13 NKJV 
 
In the Sermon on the Mount, the Lord had already spoken His wonderful phrase: "how much 
more?" Here in Luke, where He repeats the question, there is a difference. Instead of speaking, of 
giving good gifts, He says, "How much more will your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit"? In this 
way, He teaches us that the main and the best of these gifts is the Holy Spirit, or rather, that this 
gift contain all the others. The Holy Spirit is the first of the Father's gifts, and the one He delights 
the most to give. The Holy Spirit therefore is the gift that we ought seek first and foremost.  
 
We can easily understand the indescribable worth of this gift. Jesus spoke of the Spirit as "the 
promise of the Father." (Luke 24:49). It is the one promise in which God's Fatherhood revealed 
itself. The best gift a good and wise father can bestow on a child on earth is his own spirit. This is 
the great object of a father in education – to reproduce in his child his own nature and character. 
If the child is to know and understand his father, he must, as he grows up, enter into all his 
father's will and plans. If he is to have his highest joy in the father, and the father in him, he must 
be of one mind and spirit with his father. And so it is impossible to conceive of God bestowing any 
higher gift on His child than this, His own Spirit. God is what He is through His Spirit. The Holy Spirit 
is the very life of God. Just think what it means – God giving His own Spirit to His child on earth.  
 
Was this not the glory of Jesus as a Son upon earth, that the Spirit of the Father was in Him? At His 
baptism in Jordan the two things were united; the voice, proclaiming Him the Beloved Son, and 
the Spirit, descending upon Him. And so the apostle Paul says of us: "And because you are sons, 
God has sent forth the Spirit of His Son into your hearts, crying out, "Abba, Father!" (Gal.4:6). A 
king seeks in the whole education of his son to evoke in him a kingly spirit. Our Father in heaven 
desires to educate us as His children for the holy, heavenly life in which He dwells. For this reason 
He gives us His own Spirit, from the depths of His heart.  
 
This was the whole aim of Jesus when, after having made atonement with His own blood, He 
entered for us into God's presence, that He might obtain the Holy Spirit for us, and send Him down 
to dwell in us. As the Spirit of the Father, and of the Son, the whole life and love of the Father and 
the Son are in the Holy Spirit; and coming down into us, He lifts us up into their fellowship. As 
Spirit of the Father, He pours the Father's love, with which He loved the Son, into our hearts, and 
teaches us to live in this love. As the Spirit of the Son, He breathes into us the childlike freedom, 
and devotion, and obedience in which the Son lived upon earth. The Father can give no higher or 
more wonderful gift than this: His own Holy Spirit, the Spirit of sonship.  
 
This truth naturally suggests the thought that this first and primary gift of God must be the first 
and primary object of all prayer. For every need of the spiritual life the Holy Spirit is the one thing 



we need the most. All the fullness is in Jesus; the fullness of grace and truth, out of which we 
receive grace upon grace. The Holy Spirit is the appointed instrument, whose special work it is to 
make Jesus, and all there is in Him for us, our personal possession, in actual experience. He is the 
Spirit of life in Christ Jesus. The Holy Spirit is Christ's representative through which He 
communicates this wonderful life to us. If we can only yield ourselves entirely to the will of the 
Spirit, and let Him have His way with us, He will manifest the life of Christ within us. He will do this 
with a divine power, maintaining the life of Christ in us, continually and without interruption. 
Surely, if there is one prayer that should draw us to the Father's throne and keep us there, it is 
this: that the Holy Spirit, whom we as children of God have received, will stream into us and out 
from us in greater fullness.  
 
The Spirit meets every need of the believer in the variety of the gifts which He dispenses. Just 
think of His names: 
 
• The Spirit of grace who reveals and imparts all of the grace there is in Jesus. 
• The Spirit of faith who teaches us to begin, continue and increase in faith.  
• The Spirit of adoption and assurance, who witnesses that we are God's children, and inspires 

us to confidently confess: "Abba, Father!"  
• The Spirit of truth, who leads us into all truth, and makes each of God's words ours in deed and 

in truth.  
• The Spirit of prayer, through whom we speak with the Father with prayer that must be heard.  
• The Spirit of judgment and burning, who searches the heart, and convinces of sin.  
• The Spirit of holiness, manifesting and communicating the Father's holy presence within us.  
• The Spirit of power, who strengthens us to boldly testify and efficiently work in the Father's 

service.  
• The Spirit of glory, the pledge of our inheritance, the preparation and the foretaste of the glory 

to come.  
 
Surely the child of God needs only one thing, to be filled with the Spirit who enables him to really 
live as a child.  
 
The lesson Jesus teaches us in His school today is this: That the Father is just longing to give Him to 
us, if we will but ask in the childlike dependence on what He says: "If you then, being evil, know 
how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your heavenly Father give the Holy 
Spirit to those who ask Him!" (Luke 11:13) In the words of God's promise in Titus 3:6, "I will pour 
out my Spirit abundantly"; and of His command, "Be filled with the Spirit" (Eph.5:18), we have the 
measure of what God is ready to give, and what we may obtain. As God's children, we have 
already received the Spirit. But we still need to ask and pray for His special gifts and works as we 
need them. And not only this, but for the Spirit to take complete and entire possession of us and 
guide us moment by moment. Just as the branch, already filled with the sap of the vine, is always 
crying for the continued and increasing flow of that sap, that will ripen the fruit, so the believer, 
rejoicing in the possession of the Spirit, always thirsts and cries for more. What the great Teacher 
wants us to learn is, that only God's promises and God's commands must be the measure of our 



expectation and our prayer. He wants us to ask this with the wonderful assurance of how much 
more God's Father-love promises that when we ask, and we will most certainly receive.  
 
Let us now believe this. As we pray to be filled with the Spirit, let us not seek for the answer in our 
feelings. All spiritual blessings must be received, that is, accepted or taken in faith. The Greek 
word for receiving and taking is the same. When Jesus said, "Everyone that asks receives," He used 
the same verb as at the Last Supper, "Take, eat," or on the morning of His resurrection, "Receive," 
(accept, take,) "the Holy Spirit." Receiving implies not only God's bestowment, but also our 
acceptance. Let us continue steadfastly in the belief that the Father gives the Holy Spirit to His 
praying child. Even now, while I pray, I must say in faith: "I have what I ask, the fullness of the 
Spirit is mine". Let us continue steadfast in this faith. The faith that we have what we ask rests on 
the strength of God's Word. Let us rejoice with thanksgiving that we have been heard, thanking 
God for what we have received and accepted, and now hold as ours. Let us steadfastly continue in 
believing prayer that the blessing, which has already been given us, and which we received in 
faith, may break through and fill our whole being. It is in such believing thanksgiving and prayer, 
that our soul opens up for the Spirit to take entire and undisturbed possession of God's promises. 
It is such prayer that not only asks and hopes, but takes and holds, that inherits the full blessing. In 
all our prayer let us remember the lesson the Saviour wants to teach us today, that, if there is one 
thing on earth we can be sure of, it is this: the Father desires to be filled with His Spirit, and He 
delights to give us His Spirit.  
 
Once we have learned to believe this for ourselves, and to daily withdraw from this treasure we 
have in heaven, with what freedom and power we will pray for the outpouring of the Spirit on the 
Church of God, on all flesh, on individuals, or on special efforts! Once a believer learned to know 
the Father in prayer for himself, he will also learns to pray most confidently for others too. The 
Father gives the Holy Spirit to them that ask Him, not least, but most, when they ask on behalf of 
others.  
 

LORD, TEACH US TO PRAY 
 

Father in heaven! You sent Your Son to reveal Yourself to us, Your fatherly love, and all that that 
love has in store for us. And Jesus has taught us, that the gift above all gifts that You want to give 
in answer to prayer, is the Holy Spirit.  
 
O my Father! I come to You with this prayer; there is nothing I want, and may I dare say, that I 
desire as much as to be filled with the Spirit, the Holy Spirit. The blessings He brings are so 
indescribable, and are just what I need. He pours Your love into my heart, and fill my heart with 
Yourself. I long for this. He breathes the mind and life of Christ in me, so that I can live like He did, 
by and for the Father's love. I long for this. He endues with power from on high for all my walk and 
work. I long for this. O Father, I plead with You, give me today the fullness of Your Spirit.  
 
Father, I ask this, believing the words of my Lord: "How much more will the Father give the Holy 
Spirit." I do believe that You hear my prayer. I receive now what I ask. Father, I claim and I take it. 



The fullness of Your Spirit is mine. I receive this gift again today as a faith gift. In faith I count on 
my Father to accomplish all He has promised through the Spirit. The Father delights to breathe His 
Spirit into this waiting child, as I linger in fellowship with Him. Amen. 


