
Prayer and the Trinity 
by Dr Mark Bird 

 
When we pray, we are in communication with God and since God is three Persons in one, we 
need to understand the role of each Person of the Godhead in prayer. This article, written by 
Dr. Mark Bird, looks at the role of the Father, the Son (Jesus) and the Holy Spirit in prayer, some 
theological considerations and how saints in the past prayed to the Trinity. 
 
 
For the sake of this discussion, I will acknowledge five kinds of prayer: petition, intercession, 
thanksgiving, praise/worship, and benedictory prayer. Where possible, I will give at least one 
New Testament example of each form of prayer that is addressed to each member of the 
Trinity.1 
 

The role of the Father 
 
The New Testament portrays God the Father as the primary recipient of human prayer. Jesus 
instructed, “When you pray, go into your inner room, close your door, and pray to your Father 

who is in secret.”2 And, “Pray, then, in this way: ‘Our Father who is in heaven,  Hallowed be 
Your name . . .’”3 And, “If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, 
how much more will your Father who is in heaven give what is good to those who ask Him!”4 
 
Jesus prayed to the Father frequently.5 Of course, he would not have prayed to himself, but it 
is interesting that Scriptures reveal no times that he explicitly prayed to the Spirit, nor does 
Jesus explicitly instruct us to pray to the Holy Spirit. 
 
At least three times Paul tells us to give thanks to God, “even the Father” (Ephesians 
5:20; Colossians 1:12; Colossians 3:17). Paul also tells us to bring our petitions to the Father: 
“Be anxious for nothing; but in everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let 
your requests be made known unto God.”6 
 
Acts and the Epistles provide a number of good examples in which the Father is addressed in 
prayer, though prayers of petition to the Father are rare. I will now give an example of each 
form of prayer directed to the Father. 
 
Petition: And when they heard this, they lifted their voices to God with one accord and said, “O 
Lord, it is You who made the heaven and the earth and the sea, and all that is in them . . . ‘The 
kings of the earth took their stand, and the rulers were gathered together against the Lord and 
against his Christ.’ For truly in this city there were gathered together against Your holy servant 
Jesus, whom You anointed . . . And now, Lord, take note of their threats, and grant that Your 
bond-servants may speak Your word with all confidence, while You extend Your hand to heal, 
and signs and wonders take place through the name of Your holy servant Jesus.”7 
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Intercession: For this reason I bow my knees to the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, from whom 
the whole family in heaven and earth is named, that He would grant you, according to the 
riches of His glory, to be strengthened with might through His Spirit in the inner man.8 
 
Thanksgiving: We give thanks to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, praying always for 
you.9 
 
Praise/Worship: Now to Him who is able to establish you according to my gospel and the 
preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery which has been kept secret 
for long ages past, but now is manifested, and by the Scriptures of the prophets, according to 
the commandment of the eternal God, has been made known to all the nations, leading to 
obedience of faith; to the only wise God, through Jesus Christ, be the glory forever. Amen.10 
 
Benediction: Now may the God who gives perseverance and encouragement grant you to be of 
the same mind with one another according to Christ Jesus, so that with one accord you may 
with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.11 
 
Not only is the Father the primary recipient of human prayer, but he is also the primary 
recipient of the Son’s intercession (Romans 8:34; John 14:6) and the Holy Spirit’s intercession 
(Ephesians 2:18; Romans 8:15, 26), which we will discuss in the next sections. 
 
The Father also plays a major role in answering prayer (Matthew 7:11, 18:19).12 He is the 
rewarder of those who seek and obey him.13 
 
 

Role of the Son 
 
One of the roles of Jesus is as the mediator between us and God the Father. 
 
Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father but 
through Me.”14 
 
For there is one God, and one mediator also between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, who 
gave Himself as a ransom for all, the testimony given at the proper time.15 
 
He is also our advocate (John 2:1), and he intercedes for us. 
 
Who is the one who condemns? Christ Jesus is He who died, yes, rather who was raised, who is 
at the right hand of God, who also intercedes for us.16 
 
Jesus is our high priest who made propitiation for our sins, rose from the dead, and now 
intercedes for us at the right hand of the Father. Because of His role as mediator/high 
priest/intercessor we have access to the Father through Him (Ephesians 2:18). It is in Christ’s 
authority (based on who He is and what He did for us) that we come to God. It is because of 
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Jesus and His work that we can have our prayers answered, and come into fellowship with 
God.17 

 
We call on Jesus for salvation 
Because Jesus is our mediator and Saviour, we call on Him for salvation: 

If you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in your heart that God raised Him 
from the dead, you will be saved. . .  For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; for the 
same Lord is Lord of all, abounding in riches for all who call on Him; for "whoever will call on 
the name of the LORD will be saved.” How then will they call on Him in whom they have not 
believed? How will they believe in Him whom they have not heard?18 
 
This passage identifies the Lord as Jesus himself.19 According to this passage, both Jew and 
Gentile need to hear of Jesus in order to believe on him, and they need to believe in Jesus to 
call on him, or pray to him, worshiping Him and submitting to Him as Lord. Paul associates the 
receiving of salvation with calling on Jesus, who is the Lord. One who receives Jesus (John 1:12) 
will be calling on the Lord Jesus for salvation. 
 
As it is important to continue to believe (John 3:16–1820) and abide in Him (John 15), it makes 
sense that that we would continue to “call on the Lord” (1 Corinthians 1:2). According to the 
apostle Paul, New Testament Christians were everywhere calling on (praying to) Jesus. “Paul . 
. . to the church of God in Corinth, to those sanctified in Christ Jesus and called to be holy, 
together with all those everywhere who call on21 the name of our Lord Jesus Christ—their 
Lord and ours (1 Corinthians 1:1–2).”22 

 
Prayer in Jesus’ name 
When Jesus told us to pray in His name, he was actually asking us to come to God in His 
authority, and by implication, according to His will. We are only able to come to God because 
of who Christ is, what He did for us, and what He promised. He has given us “great and 
exceeding promises” and when we come to God with our requests, we have been authorized 
to come in faith, believing that he will fulfil what He has promised. 

Jesus told us that we can ask the Father for requests in His name to receive answers from the 
Father. “I say to you, if you ask the Father for anything in My name, He will give it to you.”23 
Jesus also said, “Whatever you ask in my name, this I will do, that the Father may be glorified 
in the Son. If you ask me anything in my name, I will do it.”24 Jesus here says that he would 
answer prayer when we asked Him anything in His name. So Jesus authorizes us to address 
Him in prayer when we come in His name—in His own authority, and in His will. And He 
promised that He would answer.25 
 

Examples of Prayers to Jesus 
In this section, I will give examples of the five different forms of prayer to Jesus in the New 
Testament. 

https://answersingenesis.org/who-is-god/the-trinity/prayer-and-trinity/#fn_17
https://answersingenesis.org/who-is-god/the-trinity/prayer-and-trinity/#fn_18
https://answersingenesis.org/who-is-god/the-trinity/prayer-and-trinity/#fn_19
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%201.12
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%203.16%E2%80%9318
https://answersingenesis.org/who-is-god/the-trinity/prayer-and-trinity/#fn_20
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Cor%201.2
https://answersingenesis.org/who-is-god/the-trinity/prayer-and-trinity/#fn_21
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Cor%201.1%E2%80%932
https://answersingenesis.org/who-is-god/the-trinity/prayer-and-trinity/#fn_22
https://answersingenesis.org/who-is-god/the-trinity/prayer-and-trinity/#fn_23
https://answersingenesis.org/who-is-god/the-trinity/prayer-and-trinity/#fn_24
https://answersingenesis.org/who-is-god/the-trinity/prayer-and-trinity/#fn_25


Petition: In the gospels, many people asked Jesus for miracles, etc. I counted at least seven 
distinct times when people cried out to Jesus for mercy, treating Him as a divine person, and 
expected an answer. For an example, look at Matthew 8:2–326: 
 
And behold, a leper came and worshiped Him, saying, “Lord, if You are willing, You can make 

me clean.”  Then Jesus put out His hand and touched him, saying, “I am willing; be cleansed.” 
Immediately his leprosy was cleansed. 
 
This practice of making supplication to Christ carried over into the book of Acts (Acts 7:59) and 
into the Epistles. In 2 Corinthians 12:7–9, Paul tells about the times he petitioned Jesus to 
remove the thorn in the flesh from him. 
 
Because of the surpassing greatness of the revelations, for this reason, to keep me from exalting 
myself, there was given me a thorn in the flesh, a messenger of Satan to torment me--to keep 
me from exalting myself. Concerning this I implored the Lord three times that it might leave 
me. And He has said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for power is perfected in weakness.” 
Most gladly, therefore, I will rather boast about my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ 
may dwell in me. 
 
How do we know that “the Lord” is Jesus? Paul responds to the Lord's "My grace is sufficient 
for you, for power is perfected in weakness” by glorying in the "power of Christ." Paul's use of 
“Christ” supports the conclusion that the person who spoke of His "power” to Paul was 
Jesus.27 Paul persisted in his prayer to Jesus (it was not spontaneous) and Jesus replied to him. 
 
“Maranatha” (found in 1 Corinthians 16:22), is usually translated as the petition, “Come, O 
Lord.” “Maranatha” is an Aramaic expression that originated before Christians had spread 
throughout the Gentile community. It seems that very early on, the Christians were crying out 
to Jesus, “Come, O Lord!” 
 
The very last prayer in the NT is addressed to Jesus. “Even so come, Lord Jesus!” (Revelation 
22:20). 
 
Intercession: When Stephen was being stoned, just before he died, he prayed for his 
persecutors: “Lord, do not lay this sin to their charge!”28 This was right after he prayed, “Lord 
Jesus, receive my spirit.”29 In the passage below, John may be telling us that we can intercede 
for a sinning brother by praying to the Son of God. 
 
And this is the testimony, that God gave us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. Whoever has 
the Son has life; whoever does not have the Son of God does not have life. I write these things 
to you who believe in the name of the Son of God that you may know that you have eternal life. 
And this is the confidence that we have toward him, that if we ask anything according to his 
will he hears us. And if we know that he hears us in whatever we ask, we know that we have 
the requests that we have asked of him. If anyone sees his brother committing a sin not leading 
to death, he shall ask, and God will give him life—to those who commit sins that do not lead to 
death.30 
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The pronoun “him,” “he” and “his” in verse 14 seem to be referring to the “Son of God” in 
verse 13. This means that these requests can be taken to our intercessor and advocate Jesus 
(1 John 2:1). 
 
Thanksgiving: Paul rejoiced, “I thank Christ Jesus our Lord who has enabled me, because He 
counted me faithful, putting me into the ministry” (1 Timothy 1:12). 
 
Worship/Praise: In the gospels, Jesus was worshiped.31 The first reference to prayer in the 
New Testament is the worship of Jesus by the wise men: “And when they had come into the 
house, they saw the young Child with Mary His mother, and fell down and worshiped Him” 
(Matthew 2:11). I counted six other distinct events of worship of Jesus in the book of Matthew 
alone.32 There is also worship of Jesus (the Lamb) by the redeemed in Revelation. In one of 
three major events in Revelation in which Jesus is worshiped, that worship is addressed to Him 
verbally (the Father is worshiped in Revelation several times): 
 
And they sang a new song, saying, “Worthy are You to take the book and to break its seals; for 
You were slain, and purchased for God with Your blood men from every tribe and tongue and 
people and nation. You have made them to be a kingdom and priests to our God; and they will 
reign upon the earth.”33 
 
Another expression of worship to Jesus (a doxology) occurs in 2 Peter: “But grow in the grace 
and knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. To Him be the glory, both now and to the 
day of eternity. Amen.”34 
 
Benediction: In 2 Thessalonians 2:16–17, Paul blesses the Thessalonians with these words: 
“May our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our Father . . . encourage your hearts and 
strengthen you in every good deed and word.”35Paul expected Jesus to answer this request. 
A similar benedictory prayer (invoking the name of Jesus, as well as the Father) is found in 1 
Thessalonians 3:11–13: “Now may our God and Father Himself and Jesus our Lord direct our 
way to you; and may the Lord cause you to increase and abound in love for one another, and 
for all people, just as we also do for you.”36 

 
The Role of the Holy Spirit 
 
The Spirit is seen in the New Testament as an intercessor. Ephesians 2:18 points out that it is 
by the Spirit (and through the Son) that we have access to the Father.37 Romans 8:15 says, 
“You received the Spirit of adoption by whom we cry out, ‘Abba, Father.’” Paul explains the 
role of the Spirit in getting us access to the Father: “For we do not know what we should pray 
for as we ought, but the Spirit Himself makes intercession for us with groaning which cannot 
be uttered. . . . He intercedes for the saints according to the will of God.”38 
 
The Holy Spirit empowers the believer. In response to prayer, He strengthens us with power 
in the inner man (Ephesians 3:16). One thing He empowers us to do is pray. “With all prayer 
and petition pray at all times in the Spirit.”39 When we pray in the Spirit, we are being helped 
by the Spirit to pray. 
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Not only does the Holy Spirit intercede and empower, but He also answers prayer,40 and may 
give directives to us in response to prayer.41 The Holy Spirit is actively involved in our prayer 
lives, and He gives the guidance and strength that we need.42 We need His leadership,43 and 
we must live and walk by dependence on the Spirit.44 

 
Examples of prayers to the Holy Spirit 
I couldn’t find an example of an explicit prayer to the Holy Spirit, but 2 Corinthians 13:14 may 
include a slightly disguised prayer to the Spirit as part of a benediction. 
 
May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all.45 
 
According to Albert Barnes, this verse contains what is usually called the apostolic benediction 
- the form which has been so long, and which is almost so universally used, in dismissing 
religious assemblies. It is properly a prayer, and it is evident that the optative εἴῃ (eie ̄), "May 
the grace," etc., is to be supplied. It is the expression of a desire that the favours here referred 
to may descend on all for whom they are thus invoked. [2 Corinthians 13:14] is a prayer and if 
it is a prayer addressed to God it is no less so to the Lord Jesus and to the Holy Spirit. If so, it is 
right to offer worship to the Lord Jesus and to the Holy Spirit.46 
 
Adam Clarke explains the prayer for the communion (or fellowship) of the Holy Spirit this way: 
May that Holy Spirit, that Divine and eternal energy which proceeds from the Father and the 
Son; that heavenly fire that gives light and life, that purifies and refines . . . comforts and 
invigorates, make you all partakers with himself! 
 
Clarke also shows what “communion” likely signifies: Κοινωνια, which we translate fellowship 
and communion, signifies properly participation; having things in common; partaking with 
each other. This points out the astonishing privileges of true believers: they have communion 
with God’s Spirit; share in all its gifts and graces; walk in its light; through him they have the 
fullest confidence that they are of God.47 
 
So “[may] the fellowship of the Spirit be with you” could be a request to the Spirit that he 
would commune with us as a divine person with a human person. Even if not a prayer, the 
verse could indicate the Holy Spirit’s desire to have a personal relationship with us. 
 
Paul uses the same term (kοινωνια) in Philippians 2:1, “Therefore if there is any consolation in 
Christ, if any comfort of love, if any fellowship of the Spirit, if any affection and mercy . . .” The 
phrase “fellowship of the Spirit” can be taken as fellowship with the Spirit, which implies 
communication with him. 
 
There are also Scriptural examples of direct personal communication from the Holy Spirit that 
imply a response from us. For instance: While they were ministering to the Lord and fasting, 
the Holy Spirit said, “Set apart for Me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called 
them” (Acts 13:2). 
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This personal direction from the Spirit implies a response from those who have prayed for 
leadership. The Christians would have responded in a personal way to the Person who told 
them what to do. It’s very possible that they were even addressing the Holy Spirit when they 
were seeking direction. Also, Christ’s promise to His disciples that the Holy Spirit would guide 
them into all truth, and speak of what he has heard (John 16:13) suggests personal interaction 
with the Holy Spirit, and some sort of dialogue or inquiring. This is also implied by Christ’s 
reference to the Holy Spirit as a “Comforter,” or “Helper” (John 16:7). 

 
Theological Considerations 
 

We have seen so far the role of each member of the Trinity in prayer according to the New 
Testament. We have seen that the “shape” of the NT data regarding prayer involves an 
emphasis on the Father as the recipient and answerer of prayer, the Son’s role as mediator, 
intercessor, recipient and answerer of prayer, and the Holy Spirit’s role as one who intercedes, 
empowers, answers prayer, and leads/guides. In this section, I would like to make some 
additional theological points, which can be inferred in part from the preceding biblical data. 
 

Praying to the Father, through the Son, in the Holy Spirit 
There is a sense in which all of our prayers, even ones we pray to the Spirit and the Son, are 
ultimately directed to the Father, who is the Head of the Trinity (1 Corinthians 11:3). It is 
through Christ that we have access to the Father. And we pray in the Spirit to the Father. So 
we are to pray in the Spirit and through Jesus (on the basis of what he has done for us, and in 
His authority). But when we pray to the Spirit we are still praying to God. And when we pray 
to Jesus in His authority, we are still praying to God, and in a sense to the Father Himself. We 
need to remember that the members of the Trinity are one. Where one is present, the others 
are as well. They all participate in any given divine act, according to their peculiar roles. When 
we pray to one member of the Trinity, the others hear our prayer as well, and respond in a 
way consistent with their person.48 
 

Each member of the Trinity is a divine person and thus worthy of worship 
Since all three members of the Trinity are God, then worship is due to each of them, collectively 
and individually, because of the nature of the Trinity. An orthodox understanding of the Trinity 
entails the acceptance of each Person as fully divine, fully personal, and fully united with one 
another as one God. This means that each is worthy of worship, and we should address each 
member of the Trinity in praise and adoration.49  
 
Those evangelicals who believe that one should only pray to the Father fail to understand that 
because Jesus is a divine person, we can and should pray to Him. When a Jehovah’s Witness 
says that we should not pray to Jesus because He is not Almighty God, we can counter that we 
should pray to Jesus because He is Almighty God, and thus One who expects expressions of 
worship.50 
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Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are all divine persons 
Since the members of the Trinity are persons, they are all capable of having a personal 
relationship with each other and with the humans they created. God is a social being; from 
eternity past, the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit have continually interrelated as persons (in 
complete harmony), and we humans were given the honour to enter into communion with 
this tri-personal God, and to love each other as His image-bearers. If all three Persons of the 
Godhead shared in that purpose of creating us for relationship, then it seems that all three of 
them would be interested in having personal interaction with us. It is not just a “nice thing” for 
us to communicate with each person in the Trinity; this fits into God’s purpose for our 
existence. Jesus prayed to His Father that His followers would know both the Father and the 
Son. “This is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom 
You have sent.”51 John said, “Truly our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus 
Christ” (John 1:3).52 Our fellowship is not simply with a single divine person, but with at least 
two—both the Father and the Son. We commune with the Father, knowing that He was the 
One who sent his Son. We commune with the Son, knowing that he was the One who gave His 
life for us. We make a distinction between our worship of the Father and the worship of the 
Son because the Bible makes a personal distinction between the Father and the Son. 
 
This can be applied to the Holy Spirit as well. The Spirit is a divine Person that has distinctive 
roles to play in our lives. This being the case, it is appropriate to pray to Him about those 
particular roles, like guidance for preaching and other acts of service.53 It’s appropriate to 
thank Him for His blessing in our lives. How could we not verbalize our adoration of Him? How 
could we not tell Him how much we love Him? He’s helped us in so many ways. 

 
Responding to the Word of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 
Colossians 3:16 calls Scripture the Word of Christ.54 When we read His Word and respond to 
His Word, we are in conversation with Him. Scripture is also said to be the Spirit speaking 
(Hebrews 10:15–1655). If Scripture is the Word of all three persons we may converse with all 
or any of them in reading it. Christ speaks to us through His Word. We respond to Christ by 
asking for His help to obey it. We let Him know how much we are depending on Him.56 
 

Historical Observations 
 

Examples from church history of prayers to the members of the Trinity 
The historic understanding of Trinitarian prayer is that prayer is both “to the Father, through 
the Son and in the Spirit” and “to the Father, to the Son, and to the Spirit.”57 I will show here 
just a bit of the historical data that supports the idea that all members of the Trinity were 
addressed in prayer in the Christian tradition. 
 
The Nicene Creed, accepted and used in the whole church since the 4th century, says of the 
Spirit: “who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified.” This means that all three 
members of the Trinity were prayed to. 
 
Prayers to Jesus were very frequent, even typical, in the early apocryphal Christian writings, 
including public/liturgical prayers, though they were not commonly used by the second 
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century apologists. Prayers to Jesus became more frequent in certain areas of Christianity after 
the 4th century.58 
 
Clement of Alexandria (c.150 – c. 215) included a rare prayer to Jesus toward the end of his The 
Instructor. This prayer appeals to Jesus to perfect believers that they would give thanks and 
praise to “the unique Father and Son, Son and Father . . . with the Holy Spirit, all in One.” Notice 
how Trinitarian this prayer is.59 
 
The Eastern Orthodox churches have as part of their tradition the invocation of the Holy Spirit 
in one of the daily prayers: Heavenly King, Paraclete, Spirit of truth, who art present 
everywhere and fillest all things, Treasury of goodness and Giver of life, come, dwell in us and 
cleanse us from all stain, and of thy mercy, save our souls, Amen.60  

 
Modelling Trinitarian Prayers 
Since it is so important in worship to glorify Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, and the practice finds 
its basis in the New Testament and in the Christian tradition, I suggest that pastors consider 
occasionally modelling this kind of Trinitarian worship in public prayer. Those in the 
congregation need to know that it is not only appropriate but also important to address each 
member of the Trinity in worship, whether public or private worship. The prayer leader could 
start by addressing the Father, then address the Son, then the Holy Spirit (according to the 
order in the Trinity). Each Person in the Godhead should be praised for His unique function in 
the economy of salvation. The Father could be praised for sending His Son, the Son could be 
praised for being willing to come and give His life for us, and the Spirit could be praised for His 
work of guiding believers and convicting sinners.61 The public worship service could close with 
a benedictory prayer that includes the name of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
 
Song leaders could also pick hymns and songs that address each member of the Trinity. Notice 
that many older hymns and many of the newer praise choruses are prayers to members of the 
Trinity. These hymns and choruses could be used in church, then taken home to be used in 
private devotions, as each one of us daily commune with Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
 

 
Footnotes 

1. I went through the entire New Testament looking for examples. I did not count normal conversation 
between Jesus and his disciples as a form of prayer. 

2. Matthew 6:6. Verses in the body of the paper are typically quoted from the NASB. 
3. Matthew 6:9. 
4. Matthew 7:11. 
5. I counted 8 distinct quotations of Jesus praying to his Father: Matthew 11:25–26 (about 

parables); Matthew 26:39–42 (in Garden of Gethsemane); Matthew 27:46 (My God, why has thou 
forsaken me); Luke 23:34 (Father, forgive them . . .); Luke 23:46 (Father, into thy hands); John 11:41–
42 (resurrection of Lazarus); John 12:28(Father, glorify thy name . . .); John 17 (the High Priestly prayer). 

6. Philippians 4:6. Though the term “Father” is not used here, most likely “God” is referring to the Father, 
since most of the time in the Pauline Epistles “God” refers to the Father. In my survey of the NT, I have 
noticed that not only does “God” usually refer to the Father, but “Lord” usually refers to the Son in at 
least the Pauline Epistles. 
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7. Acts 4:24–30. I couldn’t find in the NT a petition (as distinct from intercession for others) to the Father, 
where the Father is specified by name, other than prayers by Jesus to his Father. 

8. Another example of intercessory prayer to the Father is found in Ephesians 1:16–17: “[I do] not cease 
giving thanks for you, while making mention of you in my prayers; that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Father of glory, may give to you a spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of Him . . .” 

9. Colossians 1:3. Also, Romans 1:8: “First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for you all, because your 
faith is being proclaimed throughout the whole world.” 

10. Romans 16:25–27. 
11. Romans 15:5–6. Other examples: “Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, 

so that you will abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13) and “Now the God of 
peace be with you all. Amen” (Romans 15:33). 

12. “Again I say to you, that if two of you agree on earth about anything that they may ask, it shall be done 
for them by My Father who is in heaven” (Matthew 18:19). Other examples of the Father answering 
prayer include: Romans 7:24–25; 1 Corinthians 15:57. Notice also: “Every good thing given and every 
perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or 
shifting shadow” (James 1:17.) 

13. Matthew 6:4 and Hebrews 11:6. 
14. John 14:6. 
15. 1 Timothy 1:5–6. 
16. Romans 8:34. Also, “but Jesus, on the other hand, because He continues forever, holds His priesthood 

permanently. Therefore He is able also to save forever those who draw near to God through Him, since 
He always lives to make intercession for them” (Hebrews 7:24–25). 

17. “Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus the Son of 
God, let us hold fast our confession. For we do not have a high priest who cannot sympathize with our 
weaknesses, but One who has been tempted in all things as we are, yet without sin. Therefore let us 
draw near with confidence to the throne of grace, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help 
in time of need” (Hebrews 4:14–16). 

18. Romans 10:9–14. 
19. To support this point, in Acts 10:38–43, Peter identifies the LORD (Yahweh) in the OT prophets, in the 

context of "calling upon the name of Yahweh," as Jesus. 
20. The word “believe” in John 3:16 and the following verses are in the present tense, which usually 

indicates ongoing action, depending on the nature of the action, the context, and the grammar. This is 
not an exception to the usual use of the present tense. Leon Morris says regarding the present tense 
and John 3:18 (He who believes in Him is not condemned: but he who does not believe is condemned 
already), “The one of whom John writes has passed into a continuing state of condemnation on account 
of a refusal to enter a continuing state of belief.” Leon Morris, 206. 

21. “Call on” means to address, or to pray to, as in 1 Peter 1:17 “And if you call on the Father, who without 
partiality judges according to each one’s work, conduct yourselves throughout the time of your 
stay here in fear” (NKJV). 

22. Another place where “call on the Lord” is used is in 2 Timothy 2:22: “Flee also youthful lusts; but pursue 
righteousness, faith, love, peace with those who call on the Lord out of a pure heart.” Paul was probably 
referring to Jesus with the term “the Lord” as in 2 Timothy 1:2: “To Timothy, a beloved son: Grace, 
mercy, and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord” and in 2 Timothy 1:8: “Therefore do 
not be ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, nor of me His prisoner, but share with me in the sufferings 
for the gospel according to the power of God.” 

23. John 16:3. 
24. John 14:13–14 ESV. The “Me” in this text is not in all manuscripts but is considered to be original in the 

critical text. Most modern translations include it. The contextual support for the “Me” includes the fact 
that Jesus said that He (Jesus) would answer the prayer. 

25. The unbeliever would not be able to come to Him in this way, and would not have this assurance of 
answered prayer. 

26. Six other times are mentioned: in Matthew 8:4–9 (centurion pleading for his servant), Matthew 9:27–
29 (two blind men), Matthew 15:22–28 (Canaanite woman whose daughter was vexed with the 
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devil), Matthew 17:14-18(man with demon-possessed son), Matthew 20:29–32, (two blind men by 
Jericho), John 4:46–50 (nobleman whose son was sick). 

27. Plus, in the Pauline epistles, the term “Lord” (kurios) usually refers to Jesus, while “God” usually refers to 
the Father. See footnote 5. 

28. Acts 7:60. 
29. Acts 7:59. 
30. 1 John 5:11–16. 
31. He also demanded worship. Jesus told us to honour the Son just as we honour the Father (John 

5:23).  To honour the Son just as we honour the Father means that we put them on the same level in our 
minds and hearts, and ascribe to both glory and praise. 

32. Matthew 8:2 (leper), Matthew 9:18 (ruler whose daughter was dead), Matthew 14:33 (disciples after 
Jesus calmed the sea), Matthew 15:22–25 (Canaanite woman), Matthew 28:9 (disciples when they first 
saw Jesus after the resurrection), Matthew 28:17 (the disciples at the Great Commissioning). 

33. Revelation 5:9–10. 
34. 2 Peter 3:18. 
35. Regarding 2 Thessalonians 2:16–17, Albert Barnes says, “Now our Lord Jesus Christ himself - This 

expression is equivalent to this: ‘I pray our Lord Jesus, and our Father, to comfort you.’ It is really a 
prayer offered to the Saviour - a recognition of Christ as the source of consolation as well as the Father, 
and a union of his name with that of the Father in invoking important blessings. It is such language as 
could be used only by one who regarded the Lord Jesus as divine” (Albert Barnes, Notes on the New 
Testament. barnes.biblecommenter.com/2_thessalonians/2.htm). 

36. Also, 2 Thessalonians 2:16. 
37. “For through Him we . . . have access by one Spirit to the Father” (Ephesians 2:18). 
38. Romans 8:26. 
39. Ephesians 6:18; see also Jude 1:20. 
40. The prayers that the Spirit answers are not only prayers that are prayed to Himself, but also petitions to 

the Father or Son. Here are some examples: I may pray to the Father that He would convict a friend of 
mine of his sin. The Spirit would be the one to answer that prayer, since convicting the world of sin is 
one of His roles (John 16:8). If I’m ever called upon to testify about my faith in a court of law, the Spirit 
will teach me what to say (even if I ask the Father about it), since Jesus said that was something that the 
Spirit would do (Luke 12:12). The Spirit may answer my prayer for guidance, even if I present my request 
to Jesus (John 16:13). It was the Holy Spirit who said, “Set apart for me Barnabas and Paul for the work 
to which I have called them” in response to the prayer and fasting of the Jerusalem Christians (Acts 
11:2). 

41. Act 13:2. 
42. Acts 11:12. 
43. Romans 8:14. 
44. Galatians 5:25. 
45. 2 Corinthians 13:14 NIV. The “May” is understood. 
46. Barne’s Notes on the Bible. barnes.biblecommenter.com/2_corinthians/13.htm. 
47. Clarke’s Commentary on the Bible, clarke.biblecommenter.com/2_corinthians/13.htm. 

48. Because prayers directed to the Father are so common in the New Testament, it is certainly proper to 
address the Father on a regular basis (we should pray to Him often). Praying “to the Father, in the Spirit, 
through Christ” recognizes the structure of the economy of salvation.  But I am confident that God is not 
counting our prayers to each member of the Trinity to make sure we have prayed to each member of 
the Trinity in proper proportion. 

49. The Nicene Creed makes it clear that Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are all to be worshiped and glorified. 

50. The same can be said of the Holy Spirit. Graham Cole, in his tome He Who Gives Life: the Doctrine of the 
Holy Spirit,says, “Questioning prayer to the Holy Spirit may seem inappropriate both on theological and 
logical grounds. After all, the Trinitarian Christian is praying to one God in three divine Persons: Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit. Therefore, it may be argued, we quite properly may pray to the Spirit because the 
Spirit is God. Our Trinitarian theology would legitimate such a practice. Indeed if we only prayed to the 
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Father then would our prayer life be in effect Unitarian? J. I. Packer believes there is a case for praying to 
the Holy Spirit based on the deity of the Spirit and the Spirit’s role in Christian experience” (Graham 
Cole, He Who Gives Life, p. 84-85, Kindle Version. He cites Packer from his Keep in Step, 261.) Though 
Cole cautioned against an overemphasis on prayer to the Spirit, as I would, he does recognize its 
legitimacy on theological grounds. 

51. John 17:3. 

52. We have already mentioned the communion that the Holy Spirit seems to desire with us. 

53. I heard Dr. Chris Bounds one time start a prayer with “Dear Holy Spirit . . .” as he pled with this member 
of the Trinity for anointing on the message he was about to deliver. This is probably a fairly common 
practice among pastors, and one that I would heartily endorse. After all, the Holy Spirit is the divine 
Person who is designated for that particular role (as the “Helper”), though I believe that the other 
members of the Trinity would be involved in some way in the anointing activity as well. 

54. “Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly.” Also, “So faith comes from hearing, and hearing by the word 
of Christ” (Romans 10:17 NASB). 

55. “And the Holy Spirit also bears witness to us; for after saying, ‘This is the covenant that I will make with 
them after those days, declares the Lord: I will put my laws on their hearts, and write them on their 
minds.’" 

56. Jesus said, “I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth 
forth much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing” (John 15:5). Paul said, “I can do all things through 
Christ who strengthens me” (Philippians 4:13). 

57. For more detail on this, see James Torrance’s Worship, Community & the Triune God of Grace, especially 
page 36. 

58. Ibid, 618. 

59. Ibid. 

60. Retrieved from: www.anastasis.org.uk/small_compline.htm. This prayer is referenced in He Who Gives 
Life: “May we pray to the Holy Spirit? The Orthodox answer to the question is simply, ‘Of course!’ In fact, 
the Orthodox prayer book opens with a prayer which invokes the Holy Spirit” (He Who Gives Life, 84). 

61. As we have indicated previously, though each member of the Trinity has a unique role to play, they also 
each represent the other members to us. This means our prayers can be effective no matter which 
Person we address. Yet it is God-honoring to recognize the role each member of the Godhead plays in 
our lives. 
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