Apostolic Prayers from the books
of Acts to Jude
The following is a list of prayers by the apostles in the new Testament,
excluding Revelation. These prayers give us an idea of what the
apostles prayed for. Note that there are no “negative” elements in
these prayers. When we start using these Scriptures as basis for our
prayers, we will learn to pray like the apostles.

Use these prayers to pray for the community, the country and the
nations.
23 On their release, Peter and John went back to their own people and reported
all that the chief priests and elders had said to them. 24 When they heard this,
they raised their voices together in prayer to God. “Sovereign Lord,” they said,
“you made the heaven and the earth and the sea, and everything in them. 25 You
spoke by the Holy Spirit through the mouth of your servant, our father David:
‘Why do the nations rage and the peoples plot in vain? 26 The kings of the earth
take their stand and the rulers gather together against the Lord and against his
Anointed One.’ 27 Indeed Herod and Pontius Pilate met together with the
Gentiles and the people of Israel in this city to conspire against your holy servant
Jesus, whom you anointed. 28 They did what your power and will had decided
beforehand should happen. 29 Now, Lord, consider their threats and enable your
servants to speak your word with great boldness. 30 Stretch out your hand to
heal and perform miraculous signs and wonders through the name of your holy
servant Jesus.” 31 After they prayed, the place where they were meeting was
shaken. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God
boldly. (Ac.4:23-31)

55 But Stephen, full of the Holy Spirit, looked up to heaven and saw the glory of
God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. 56 “Look,” he said, “I see
heaven open and the Son of man standing at the right hand of God.” 57 At this
they covered their ears and, yelling at the top of their voices, they all rushed at
him, 58 dragged him out of the city and began to stone him. Meanwhile, the
witnesses laid their clothes at the feet of a young man named Saul. 59 While they
were stoning him, Stephen prayed: “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60 Then he fell
on his knees and cried out: “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” When he
had said this, he died. (Ac.7:55-60)

8 First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for all of you, because your faith is
being reported all over the world. 9 God, whom I serve with my whole heart in
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preaching the gospel of his Son, is my witness how constantly I remember you 10
in my prayers at all times; and I pray that now at last by God’s will the way may
be opened for me to come to you. 11 I long to see you so that I may impart to
you some spiritual gift to make you strong. (Rm.1:8-11)

1 Brothers, my heart’s desire and prayer to God for the Israelites is that they may
be saved. 2 For I can testify about them that they are zealous for God, but their
zeal is not based on knowledge. 3 Since they did not know the righteousness that
comes from God and sought to establish their own, they did not submit to God’s
righteousness. 4 Christ is the end of the law so that there may be righteousness
for everyone who believes. (Rm.10:1-4)

33 Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How
unsearchable his judgements, and his paths beyond tracing out! 34 Who has
known the mind of the Lord? Or who has been his counsellor? 35 Who has ever
given to God, that God should repay him? 36 For from him and through him and
to him are all things. To him be the glory forever! Amen. (Rm.11:33-36)

5 May the God who gives endurance and encouragement give you a spirit of unity
among yourselves as you follow Christ Jesus, 6 so that with one heart and mouth
you may glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 7 Accept one
another, then, just as Christ accepted you, in order to bring praise to God.
(Rm.15:5-7)

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that
you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. (Rm.15:13)

30 I urge you, brothers, by our Lord Jesus Christ and by the love of the Spirit, to
join me in my struggle by praying to God for me. 31 Pray that I may be rescued
from the unbelievers in Judea and that my service in Jerusalem may be
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acceptable to the saints there, 32 so that by God’s will I may come to you with
joy and together with you be refreshed. 33 The God of peace be with you all.
Amen. (Rm.15:30-33)

The God of peace will soon crush Satan under your feet. The grace of our Lord
Jesus be with you! (Rm.16:20)

25 Now to him who is able to establish you by my gospel and the proclamation
of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery hidden for long ages
past, 26 but now revealed and made known through the prophetic writings by
the command of the eternal God, so that all nations might believe and obey him
─ 27 to the only wise God be glory forever through Jesus Christ! Amen.
(Rm.16:25-27)

4 I always thank God for you because of his grace given you in Christ Jesus. 5 For
in him you have been enriched in every way ─ in all your speaking and in all your
knowledge ─ 6 because our testimony about Christ was confirmed in you. 7
Therefore you do not lack any spiritual gift as you eagerly wait for our Lord Jesus
Christ to be revealed. 8 He will keep you strong to the end, so that you will be
blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. (1 Cor.1:4-8)

But eagerly desire the greater gifts. (1 Cor.12:31)

Follow the way of love and eagerly desire spiritual gifts, especially the gift of
prophecy. (1 Cor.14:1)

Therefore, my brothers, be eager to prophesy, and do not forbid speaking in
tongues. (1 Cor.14:39)
Page |4
www.jwipn.com

22 If anyone does not love the Lord ─ a curse be on him. Come, o Lord! 23 The
grace of the Lord Jesus be with you. 24 My love to all of you in Christ Jesus. Amen.
(1 Cor.16:22-24)

2 Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 3 Praise
be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion and
the God of all comfort, 4 who comforts us in all our troubles, so that we can
comfort those in any trouble with the comfort we ourselves have received from
God. 5 For just as the sufferings of Christ flow over into our lives, so also through
Christ our comfort overflows. (2 Cor.1:2-5)

10 Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply
and increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your
righteousness. 11 You will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous
on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to
God. (2 Cor.9:10-11)

7 Now we pray to God that you will not do anything wrong. Not that people will
see that we have stood the test but that you will do what is right even though we
may seem to have failed. (2 Cor.13:7)

We are glad whenever we are weak but you are strong; and our prayer is for your
perfection. (2 Cor.13:9)

May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship
of the Holy Spirit be with you all. (2 Cor.13:14)

My dear children, for whom I am again in the pains of childbirth until Christ is
formed in you. (Ga.4:19)
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Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in
the heavenly realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ. (Eph.1:3)

15 For this reason, ever since I heard about your faith in the Lord Jesus and your
love for all the saints, 16 I have not stopped giving thanks for you, remembering
you in my prayers. 17 I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the
glorious Father, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that you
may know him better. 18 I pray also that the eyes of your heart may be
enlightened in order that you may know the hope to which he has called you, the
riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, 19 and his incomparably great
power for us who believe. That power is like the working of his mighty strength,
20 which he exerted in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him
at his right hand in the heavenly realms, 21 far above all rule and authority, power
and dominion, and every title that can be given, not only in the present age but
also in the one to come. 22 And God placed all things under his feet and
appointed him to be head over everything for the church, 23 which is his body,
the fullness of him who fills everything in every way. (Eph.1:15-23)

14 For this reason I kneel before the Father, 15 from whom his whole family in
heaven and on earth derives its name. 16 I pray that out of his glorious riches he
may strengthen you with power through his Spirit in your inner being, 17 so that
Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith. And I pray that you, being rooted
and established in love, 18 may have power, together with all the saints, to grasp
how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, 19 and to know this
love that surpasses knowledge ─ that you may be filled to the measure of all the
fullness of God. 20 Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we
ask or imagine, according to his power that is at work within us, 21 to him be
glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and
ever! Amen. (Eph.3:14-21)

18 And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests.
With this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the saints. 19 Pray
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also for me, that whenever I open my mouth, words may be given me so that I
will fearlessly make known the mystery of the gospel, 20 for which I am an
ambassador in chains. Pray that I may declare it fearlessly, as I should. (Eph.6:1820)

23 Peace to the brothers, and love with faith from God the Father and the Lord
Jesus Christ. 24 Grace to all who love our Lord Jesus Christ with an undying love.
(Eph.6:23-24)

2 Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 3 I thank
my God every time I remember you. 4 In all my prayers for all of you, I always
pray with joy 5 because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until
now, 6 being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it
on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus. 7 It is right for me to feel this way
about all of you, since I have you in my heart; for whether I am in chains or
defending and confirming the gospel, all of you share in God’s grace with me.
(Php.1:2-7)

9 And this is my prayer: that your love may abound more and more in knowledge
and depth of insight, 10 so that you may be able to discern what is best and may
be pure and blameless until the day of Christ, 11 filled with the fruit of
righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ ─ to the glory and praise of God.
(Php.1:9-11)

The Lord is near. 6 Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer
and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. 7 And the peace
of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your
minds in Christ Jesus. (Php.4:6-7)
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19 And my God will meet all your needs according to his glorious riches in Christ
Jesus. 20 To our God and Father be glory for ever and ever! Amen. 23 The grace
of the Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit. (Php.4:19-20, 23)

2 To the holy and faithful brothers in Christ at Colosse: grace and peace to you
from God our Father. 3 We always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
when we pray for you, 4 because we have heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and
of the love you have for all the saints ─ 5 the faith and love that spring from the
hope that is stored up for you in heaven and that you have already heard about
in the word of truth, the gospel 6 that has come to you. All over the world this
gospel is bearing fruit and growing, just as it has been doing among you since the
day you heard it and understood God’s grace in all its truth. (Col.1:2-6)

9 For this reason, since the day we heard about you, we have not stopped praying
for you and asking God to fill you with the knowledge of his will through all
spiritual wisdom and understanding. 10 And we pray this in order that you may
live a life worthy of the Lord and may please him in every way: bearing fruit in
every good work, growing in the knowledge of God, 11 being strengthened with
all power according to his glorious might so that you may have great endurance
and patience, and joyfully 12 giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified you
to share in the inheritance of the saints in the kingdom of light. (Col.1:9-12)

2 Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and thankful. 3 And pray for us,
too, that God may open a door for our message, so that we may proclaim the
mystery of Christ, for which I am in chains. 4 Pray that I may proclaim it clearly,
as I should. (Col.4:2-4)

Epaphras, who is one of you and a servant of Christ Jesus, sends greetings. He is
always wrestling in prayer for you, that you may stand firm in all the will of God,
mature and fully assured. (Col.4:12)
Page |8
www.jwipn.com

2 We always thank God for all of you, mentioning you in our prayers. 3 We
continually remember before our God and Father your work produced by faith,
your labour prompted by love, and your endurance inspired by hope in our Lord
Jesus Christ. (1 Th.1:2-3)

9 How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy we have in the
presence of our God because of you? 10 Night and day we pray most earnestly
that we may see you again and supply what is lacking in your faith. 11 Now may
our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus clear the way for us to come to
you. 12 May the Lord make your love increase and overflow for each other and
for everyone else, just as ours does for you. 13 May he strengthen your hearts so
that you will be blameless and holy in the presence of our God and Father when
our Lord Jesus comes with all his holy ones. Amen. (1 Th.3:9-13)

23 May God himself, the God of peace, sanctify you through and through. May
your whole spirit, soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord
Jesus Christ. 24 The one who calls you is faithful and he will do it. 25 Brothers,
pray for us. 28 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. (1 Th.5:23-25, 28)

We ought always to thank God for you, brothers, and rightly so, because your
faith is growing more and more, and the love every one of you has for each other
is increasing. (2 Th.1:3)

11 With this in mind, we constantly pray for you, that our God may count you
worthy of his calling, and that by his power he may fulfil every good purpose of
yours and every act prompted by your faith. 12 We pray this so that the name of
our Lord Jesus may be glorified in you, and you in him, according to the grace of
our God and the Lord Jesus Christ. (2 Th.1:11-12)
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16 May our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our Father, who loved us and by
his grace gave us eternal encouragement and good hope, 17 encourage your
hearts and strengthen you in every good deed and word. (2 Th.2:16-17)

1 Finally, brothers, pray for us that the message of the Lord may spread rapidly
and be honoured, just as it was with you. 2 And pray that we may be delivered
from wicked and evil men, for not everyone has faith. 3 But the Lord is faithful,
and he will strengthen and protect you from the evil one. 4 We have confidence
in the Lord that you are doing and will continue to do the things we command. 5
May the Lord direct your hearts into God’s love and Christ’s perseverance. (2
Th.3:1-5)

Now may the Lord of peace himself give you peace at all times and in every way.
The Lord be with all of you! (2 Th.3:16)

12 I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who has given me strength, that he considered
me faithful, appointing me to his service. 13 Even though I was once a blasphemer
and a persecutor and a violent man, I was shown mercy because I acted in
ignorance and unbelief. 14 The grace of our Lord was poured out on me
abundantly, along with the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. (1 Tim.1:12-14)

Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honour and glory
for ever and ever! Amen. (1 Tim.1:17)

The appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ, 15 which God will bring about in his own
time ─ God, the blessed and only Ruler, the King of kings and Lord of Lords, 16
who alone is immortal and who lives in unapproachable light, whom no one has
seen or can see. To him be honour and might forever! Amen. (1 Tim.6:15-16)
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1 Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, according to the promise of
life that is in Christ Jesus, 2 to Timothy, my dear son: grace, mercy and peace
from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord. 3 I thank God, whom I serve, as
my forefathers did, with a clear conscience, as night and day I constantly
remember you in my prayers. 4 Recalling your tears, I long to see you, so that I
may be filled with joy. 5 I have been reminded of your sincere faith, which first
lived in your grandmother Lois and in your mother Eunice and, I am persuaded,
now lives in you also. 6 For this reason I remind you to fan into flame the gift of
God, which is in you through the laying on of my hands. 7 For God did not give us
a spirit of timidity, but a spirit of power, of love and of self-discipline. (2 Tim.1:17)

24 And the Lord’s servant must not quarrel; instead, he must be kind to everyone,
able to teach, not resentful. 25 Those who oppose him he must gently instruct,
in the hope that God will grant them repentance leading them to a knowledge of
the truth, 26 and that they will come to their senses and escape from the trap of
the devil, who has taken them captive to do his will. (2 Tim.2:24-26)

14 Alexander the metalworker did me a great deal of harm. The Lord will repay
him for what he has done. 15 You too should be on your guard against him,
because he strongly opposed our message. 16 At my first defence, no one came
to my support, but everyone deserted me. May it not be held against them. 17
But the Lord stood at my side and gave me strength, so that through me the
message might be fully proclaimed and all the Gentiles might hear it. And I was
delivered from the lion’s mouth. 18 The Lord will rescue me from every evil attack
and will bring me safely to his heavenly kingdom. To him be glory for ever and
ever. Amen. (2 Tim.4:14-18)

4 I always thank my God as I remember you in my prayers, 5 because I hear about
your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love for all the saints. 6 I pray that you may
be active in sharing your faith, so that you will have a full understanding of every
good thing we have in Christ. (Phm.1:4-6)
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10 He also says: “In the beginning, o Lord, you laid the foundations of the earth,
and the heavens are the work of your hands. 11 They will perish, but you remain;
they will all wear out like a garment. 12 You will roll them up like a robe; like a
garment they will be changed. But you remain the same, and your years will never
end.” (Heb.1:10-12)

20 May the God of peace, who through the blood of the eternal covenant brought
back from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd of the sheep, 21 equip
you with everything good for doing his will, and may he work in us what is pleasing
to him, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory for ever and ever! Amen.
(Heb.13:20-21)

5 If any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask God, who gives generously to all
without finding fault, and it will be given to him. 6 But when he asks, he must
believe and not doubt, because he who doubts is like a wave of the sea, blown
and tossed by the wind. 7 That man should not think he will receive anything from
the Lord; 8 he is a double minded man, unstable in all he does. (Jas.1:5-8)

3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he
has given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ
from the dead, 4 and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade ─
kept in heaven for you, 5 who through faith are shielded by God’s power until the
coming of the salvation that is ready to be revealed in the last time. (1 Pe.1:3-5)

10 And the God of all grace, who called you to his eternal glory in Christ, after you
have suffered a little while, will himself restore you and make you strong, firm
and steadfast. 11 To him be the power for ever and ever! Amen. (1 Pe.5:10-11)

2 Grace and peace be yours in abundance through the knowledge of God and of
Jesus our Lord. 3 His divine power has given us everything we need for life and
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godliness through our knowledge of him who called us by his own glory and
goodness. (2 Pe.1:2-3)

Dear friend (Gaius), I pray that you may enjoy good health and that all may go
well with you, even as your soul is getting along well. (3 Jn.1:2)

But you, dear friends, build yourselves up in your most holy faith and pray in the
Holy Spirit. (Jud.1:20)

24 To him who is able to keep you from falling and to present you before his
glorious presence without fault and with great joy ─ 25 to the only God our
Saviour be glory, majesty, power and authority, through Jesus Christ our Lord,
before all ages, now and forevermore! Amen. (Jud.1:24-25)
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